
Open the doors to Vaucluse 



Dot dot dot...
Just as every territory has its borders, so too does every travel guide 
have its limits. This one is no exception. Naturally, we have tried to 
make it as comprehensive as possible, but Vaucluse has so many 
riches to offer, so many experiences and sensations to share with 

you, that we haven’t been able to include every single one. 

That’s why you will often find “…” between these pages – because 
beyond our exceptional heritage, from the Popes’ Palace in Avignon 
to the Roman Theatre in Orange, countless hidden gems await down 
the narrow, flower-filled side streets of our villages… Our renowned 
international festivals by no means capture the full spirit of our 
cultural life, which spills over into the countryside. Alongside our 
celebrated natural sites – the Ventoux, the Luberon, the Dentelles de 
Montmirail – don’t forget that Vaucluse is an extraordinary mosaic 
of different natural environments… And, of course, this guide can 
only begin to describe the laughter and smiles, shared moments and 

emotions that await as you explore our region… 

So, you’ll find that our recommendations for routes, cultural visits, 
beautiful escapades and gastronomic discoveries are punctuated 
with dot dot dots – hopefully they will inspire you to go further, make 

your own discoveries and even return to Vaucluse one day…

Read on, and then come and see for yourself what hides beyond the 
dot dot dots…
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Between the Rhône and the Mont Ventoux, with one arm stretched 
towards the Mediterranean and the other reaching for the Alps, 
Vaucluse encompasses a diverse territory full of surprises – 
awaken your senses in this magical region of Provence! 

Rushing waters, rocky outcrops, rich ochre landscapes, the 
scent of garrigue, dappled light filtering through the grapevine… 
The ever-changing scenery holds one thousand and one stories 
to tell.
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MY EXPEDITION 
into the heart of the 

mont Ventoux

You can’t miss the ‘Giant of Vaucluse’, one of the 
region’s must-see spots. For cyclists, it represents 

an exciting challenge. Meanwhile, for those who love to go 
for walks in the great outdoors, the Mont Ventoux is a natural 
wonder not to be missed. 

To experience it in all its glory, why not explore the Jean-
Henri Fabre path on the northern slope of the Ventoux, level 
with the Mont-Serein resort. This quiet and tranquil resort is 
the perfect place to revitalise yourself. And in winter, there’s 
even the chance to hit the slopes! 

In the meantime, make the most of the sunshine by exploring 
the path, which can be split into 3 sections. We didn’t have 
time to do it all, but we were soon immersed deep in a 
beautiful atmosphere of calm and serenity. There’s also a 
long-distance hiking trail for those who want to give it a go. 

It's a great chance to discover the area’s flora and fauna 
– whether plants, trees, or even animals. Whilst I never 
seem to have much luck when it comes to spotting 
animals, here I was spoilt for choice. I’ve never seen so 
many chamois in my life!

This pretty nature path offered a full-on safari. The 
wild animals were naturally timid, but that only made 
sightings more exciting and intense. 

I loved making my way along the trail, not only for the 
animal sightings, but also for the stunning panoramic 
views of the surrounding mountains.

Teddy Verneuil, 29

Blogger @teddy_bear @lezbros

 AN ICONIC MOUNTAIN  

     FOR SPORTS ENTHUSIASTS
The Giant of Provence (1,909m), a legendary 
stage in the Tour de France, remains to this 
day the dream destination for any cyclist. The 
iconic 21.5km ascent of the southern slope 
starts from the grapevines of the valley below 

and eventually reaches the lunar landscape of 
the summit, requiring an uphill climb of some 

1,600 vertical metres. A formidable challenge for 
any cycling enthusiast… 

      THE MONT VENTOUX
 A BRAND NEW REGIONAL     

             NATURE PARK! 

Created in 2020, the Regional Nature Park protects the 
site’s landscapes and exceptional biodiversity -having 
previously been classified as a Biosphere Reserve by 
UNESCO. Here, lovers of the great outdoors can discover 
the ultimate playground. Once they’ve covered the five 
levels of vegetation, ranging from Mediterranean to 
Alpine, a lunar landscape awaits them at the summit. 
Mediterranean flora combines with rare species, such 
as saxifrage or the Greenland poppy, and more than 120 
species of bird and large mammal - wild boar, Corsican 
mouflon, chamois, etc. – coexist on the site.

 The Ventoux : the famous Giant of Provence 

The mont Ventoux and the monts de Vaucluse6/



...and reach for the skies.

Sometimes in life, you have to take 
the leap� 

• Climb the Mont Ventoux on a balmy summer night, 
setting off from Malaucène or Bédoin, and watch the 
sunrise. Sign up at the Tourist Office (see page 82). 
• The Mont-Serein resort sits at an altitude of 1,383m on the 
northern slope of the mountain and offers a range of activities 
in summer and winter: skiing, snowshoeing, devalkarting, 
electric scooters, horse and pony riding, forest trails, hiking 
and more. www.stationdumontserein.com
• The Ventoux Sud resort (Chalet Reynard), at an altitude 
of 1,440m, offers summer and winter activities: skiing, 
sledging, snowshoeing, hiking. At the Bike Park, visitors 
can try out downhill mountain biking on slopes designed 
to suit all levels. www.stationventouxsud.com

 MONTS DE VAUCLUSE 

GORGES DE LA NESQUE
Between Ville-sur-Auzon and Monieux, the 

riverbed of the Nesque has hollowed out a 
spectacular natural canyon. The corbelled 
road which follows its meandering path is 
punctuated with tunnels and viewpoints, 
including the Castellas lookout point with views 
of the Rocher du Cire. This dizzying natural 

site, enriched by its biodiversity and varied 
landscapes, was listed as a Nature 2000 site in 

2011. 

 Take a stro�  To see or do  

The mont Ventoux and the monts de Vaucluse
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Stretching out across 60km in the 
South of the department, split in two 
by the valley of Lourmarin, the Luberon 
mountain range contributes a great deal 
to the distinctive identity of the Provençal 
landscape. 

Formed by time and by man, this area 
has always been steeped in agricultural 
tradition. A place of exile and inspiration 
for numerous artists, the pull of its 
picturesque colour palette reaches across 
borders, as demonstrated by the success 
of British author Peter Mayle ( "A year in 
Provence"). 

The remarkable biodiversity of the Luberon, 
with its 1,800 recorded plant species 
(representing 1/3 of French plant life!), its 
great geological riches and its traces of human 
presence dating back to Prehistoric times, all 
combine to create a uniquely diverse natural 
site. The mission of the Luberon Regional 
Nature Park, created in 1977 and recognised 
as a Global Geopark by UNESCO, is to preserve 
this distinctive heritage. 

A destination teeming with wildlife and full 
of charm – to be explored, discovered and 
savoured. 

Parc naturel régional du Luberon
T. +33 (0)4 90 04 42 00 - parcduluberon.fr

Recognised as a Special Protection 
Area by the Natura 2000 network and 
extending across the summit of the 
Little Luberon at an altitude of 700m, 
the cedar forest was planted in 1862. 
Those little seeds brought over from 
the Atlas Mountains of Algeria are now 
150-year-old trees! 

A 30-minute route, interspersed with 
5 study zones focusing on logging 
and pastoralism, invites considerate 
walkers to weave a path below the 
vaulted ceiling of majestic cedars and 
to experience the joy of being at one 
with nature. 

Access for disabled people. Paid parking. 
Main point of access to Bonnieux 

 PETIT LUBERON 

CEDAR FOREST 
A REGIONAL NATURE 

 PARK 

ADMIRE THE COUNTRYSIDE 
around the 

Luberon mountains

 AN ICONIC 

DESTINATION

A view as spectacular as this one is 
sure to lift your spirits

 The Luberon :  A Protected Area 

The Luberon
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The several villages perched on the Northern slope of 
the mountain – its steepest slope – number among the 
truly legendary landscapes of the Luberon. Each of these 
villages retains its unique character and deploys all its 
charm: networks of narrow streets, porches, courtyards and 
fountains. Light and shade play across this unique scene, 
cast by the golden hours of autumn or the hot summer sun. 

Discover Bonnieux, Lacoste, Ménerbes, Oppède-le-Vieux, 
Roussillon and Saignon as well as Lourmarin, Ansouis, 
Lauris, and many more… 4 of which are listed among the 
“Most Beautiful Villages in France” (see p.35 to 37). 

"BORIES" VILLAGE - GORDES

An evocative relic of local history, the Village of “Bories” 
stands close to the village of Gordes. Was their purpose 
agricultural, pastoral or were they in fact inhabited? These 
surprising architectural specimens, dry-stone cabins typical 
of the Provençal countryside, still hold many secrets between 
their walls. 

T. +33 (0)4 90 72 03 48 - www.levillagedesbories.com

ENCLOS DES BORIES - BONNIEUX

Another striking example of this unusual type of construction, 
the “Enclos”, located above the village of Bonnieux, preserves 
another important and diverse group of “Bories” used by the 
ancient inhabitants of Provence. Some are circular, some 
rectangular, some have 2 rooms. There’s a hidden heritage 
to be discovered!  

T. +33 (0)6 08 46 61 44 - www.enclos-des-bories.fr

WALK AMONGST THE “BORIES” ALONG THE SÉNANCOLE 
RIVER, SETTING OFF FROM GORDES

2.5 hours route amongst typical dry-stone walls, shaded by 
leafy holm oaks. Enquire at the Gordes Tourist Office (see p82). 

• The ochre landscapes of the Luberon (see p10-11) 
• Bike tour of the Luberon: 236km trail around the mountains, 
signposted in both directions, plus the Calavon greenway. 
https://www.provence-cycling.co.uk/
• Plenty of hiking trails. 
• The ‘Plague Wall’, a dry-stone wall built in 1721 to protect the 
inhabitants of Comtat Venaissin from the terrible plague which 
was devastating Marseille. Along the signposted route, discover 
the ruins of guard posts and sentry boxes. Enquire at the Cavaillon 
Tourist Office (see p82). 

 To see or do  

 A walk amongst the typical "Bories" of Provence  

 Charming vi�ages 

The Luberon

©
T
.V

e
rn

e
u

il

©
T
.V

e
rn

e
u

il

©
T
.O

B
ri

e
n

/9



STEEPED 
in shades

of Ochre

A true geological curiosity, the ‘blood and 
gold’ cliffs of this village, listed amongst 
the ‘Most Beautiful Villages in France’, 
add to Roussillon’s reputation as one of 
the most renowned sites in the Luberon. 

A discovery trail winds its way through 
the cliffs with their magnificent hues, 
bringing to light in just 30 or 60 minutes 
the history of the formation and mining of 
these ochre quarries which have played 
such a decisive role in local history. 

Self-led tours all year road. Admission charge.

THE OCHRE TRAIL 
 ROUSSILLON 

The Ocres landscapes

©
A

.H
o

c
q

u
e

l

©
M

.C
o

q
u

a
rd

10/



©
J
.B

ri
ll
a

rd

Formed by nature and hollowed out by man, Rustrel’s ochre 
deposits create a fairy-tale landscape whose magical 
colours and bold contours never fail to fascinate. Towering 
stacks, sheer cliff-faces, and sandy basins – everything 
about this vibrant place stimulates the imagination. Find 
yourself in the middle of the Wild West or deep in the desert! 
Discover the rich industrial past of the region as you take a 
walk unlike any other. Whether you opt for the lookout point 
path (1hr45mins) or the Sahara path (1hr), don’t forget to 
bring your camera along! 

A detailed map of the paths is available for free at the (paid) car 
park of Mille Couleurs. Please respect the site and the signposting.

THE COLORADO OF PROVENCE 
 RUSTREL 

 Other things to do 

• Apt Museum. +33 (0)4 90 74 95 30 - www.luberon-apt.fr
• Cycle route around the ochre landscapes, a 50km 
loop signposted in both directions. www.veloloisirprovence.
com
• Walking tour of la Bruyère in Villars. Apt-Luberon Tourist 
Office (see p.82). 

Located in a former ochre factory in 
Roussillon, Ôkhra is dedicated entirely to 
ochres and colour. Here, discover the different 
steps in the extraction process as you take 
a tour of old basins, kilns and mills. This 
cultural cooperative also passes on traditions 
and skills through a number of different 
activities including seminars, educational 
workshops, and animations. Learn all there 
is to know about this natural pigment which 
has been mined in the Luberon for more than 
200 years! 

Roussillon - T. +33 (0)4 90 05 66 69
www.okhra.com

 OKHRA 

ECO-MUSEUM OF OCHRE
These 40km-long tunnels, hollowed out by 
miners in the 19th century and excavated for 
100 years, are now the only site of their kind 
in Europe. 650m of converted tunnels provide 
access to the heart of this underground 
cathedral. 

 GARGAS 

THE BRUOUX MINES 

Journey to the heart of the ochre cliffs

Aside from its natural beauty, the historical 
and geological value of this industrial 
heritage adds further interest to the visit. Not 
to mention that it provides a welcome respite 
from the blazing summer sun!  

Guided tours
T. +33 (0)4 90 06 22 59 - www.minesdebruoux.fr

 MORMOIRON 

A COLOURFUL HISTORY
Little-known and unexpected, the ochre 
landscapes of Mormoiron make for an eye-
opening walk. The ancient ochre deposits of 
Sablon reveal a surprising natural heritage, both 
geological and industrial. To make the most of 
this site, a discovery trail has been built with its 
starting point at Salettes lake. 

This beautiful stroll bears witness to a colourful 
past. Shades of green, pines, heather and oak, 
the red of the ochre paths and disused quarries, 
the blue sky overhead… A rich palette and a 
feast for the eyes!

Ventoux Provence Tourist Office (see p.82). 

The Ocres landscapes
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Vineyards as far as the eye can see! 

A GEOLOGICAL MASTERPIECE
 MONS MIRABILIS 

600 million years ago, this 8km-wide rocky outcrop 
rose up during the Pyreneo-Provencal fold. Over 
time, the mountains were gradually eroded to form a 
chiselled “mons mirabilis” (admirable mountain). 

Between Ouvèze and Ventoux, the Dentelles de Montmirail 
are also home to a range of Mediterranean vegetation, from 
aromatic plants, holm oaks, and Aleppo pines to the perennial 
grapevines. 

It is possible to explore these mountains via several highways and 
byways, whether on foot or by mountain bike. Or perhaps you’d rather 
aim a little higher, taking one of the 650 routes equipped for climbing.

                             VINEYARD SKYLINES 
 & PRESTIGIOUS WINES 

Just a glance over the countryside surrounding the Dentelles de 
Montmirail is enough to guess the winemaking vocation of the region. 
The chiselled crest of the mountain range overlooks a wide expanse of 
grapevines. 

The soil-types and diverse yet sunny climate of the Côtes du Rhône 
region make it the ultimate producer of full-bodied reds such as 
Vacqueyras and Gigondas. This distinctive region welcomes visitors to 
wine cellars where they can discover the vineyards in a thousand and 
one different ways! 

• Strolling amongst the sculptures in Gigondas
• Picturesque villages of Gigondas, Suzette, la Roque-Alric, le Barroux, 
Séguret (which is listed as one of the Most Beautiful Villages in France)
• Roman Chapel of Notre Dame d’Aubune in Beaumes de Venise
• Plenty of vineyards and olive oil mills
• Several fully equipped climbing routes
• Hiking trails
• Guided climb and crossing of the Dentelles de Montmirail. Enquire at 
the Gigondas Tourist Office (see p82)

 To see or do  

 The Dente�es de Montmirail 

 Land of Oenology 

The Dente�es de Montmirail ©
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Andrea needed to get her head out of her books; Claire 
wanted to get out into nature; I was desperate for a break and 
some fresh air. So Isaline, ever the inquisitive go-getter, found 
something to answer to everyone’s needs by suggesting a walk 
in the Dentelles de Montmirail. A no-brainer – and on top of that, 
we had great weather! 

That Sunday in May, we arrived at Gigondas in the late morning. 
Super-motivated, we put our best foot forward and set out for the 
loop which skirts around the Dentelles Sarrasines. Before long 
we found ourselves in a chalky landscape.  Up close, we could 
see the little hollowed-out windows in the limestone caused by 
centuries of erosion – we soon understood the reason behind 
the name ‘Dentelles’, meaning lace! 

As we made our way along, weaving between boulders and 
broom, we were struck by spectacular panoramic views over 

a sea of vineyards, crops and forest. They served as the pretext 
for plenty of breaks which punctuated the stream of chit-chat. 
Arriving at the lookout point of the Rocher du Midi, we were met 
with cloudless skies and radiant light. There was my dose of 
fresh air!

Over the 2 hours of walking and chattering, Claire tried to test 
our knowledge of Mediterranean flora by posing riddles; we got 
plenty of laughs out of that! Andrea, the biggest history buff, 
told us the story of the Saracens in Provence as we passed by 
the Rocher du Turc (The Turk’s Rock), which I discovered bears 
witness to their resistance against the Franks. 

It was the perfect girls’ day out that we’d hoped for – time to 
catch up, all whilst being blown away by stunning scenery.

Anaïs, 27 

HIKING WITH THE GIRLS
in the

Dente�es

We did it !

The Dente�es de Montmirail
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Built on the highest point of the surrounding area, the botanic 
garden of the Citadelle is the realization of a long-held dream. 
Yves Rousset-Rouard brought his project to life by making use 
of 18th-century stone terraces. A space designed for learning, 
relaxation and awakening the senses, this garden boasts a 
multitude of different species: medicinal plants, aromatic plants, 
edible wild plants and even plants with magical properties! A 
breath-taking panoramic view adds the finishing touch. 

Self-led tour. Admission charge.
T. +33 (0)4 90 72 41 58 - jardindelacitadelle.com

THE BOTANIC GARDEN 
OF THE DOMAINE DE LA CITADELLE   

 MENERBES 

In the garden
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in the

Gardens
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Historic birthplace of the city, perched high above the river 
Rhône, the Rocher des Doms is home to a English-style 
public garden. It’s highly popular with ramblers who take 
full advantage of the 180° vista from the viewpoint indicator. 

This liking for a gentle stroll carries over into the neighbouring 
Popes’ Palace. A tour of the Palace now includes the new 
gardens: the Pope’s garden and the garden of the Palace of 
Pope Benedict XII. These spaces for reflection and relaxation 
enrich the experience of any visitor to the monument. 

Access on foot from the Place du Palais.
www.avignon-tourisme.com

THE ROCHER DES DOMS 
AND THE PALACE GARDENS
  AVIGNON 

Listed as a historical monument, Jean-Henri Fabre’s home is not 
merely a ‘terre en friche’ –a Provençal term meaning ‘wasteland’ 
used by the naturalist himself – but rather a beautiful garden 
with wash-house, fountain and many paths to make your way 
round. 

Almost 500 plant species and historic trees are gathered here, 
making it a true living nature laboratory! The famous scholar’s 
house, now transformed into a museum, offers the chance to 
discover a lifetime’s worth of study. 

Self-led tours or guided tours. Admission charge.
T. +33 (0)4 90 30 57 62 - www.harmasjeanhenrifabre.fr

 THE HARMAS OF JEAN-HENRI FABRE 

SERIGNAN-DU-COMTAT
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A PROVENÇAL ROSE 
 L’ ISLE-SUR-LA-SORGUE 

Behold the darling buds of May! In this pretty spring month, the Baptistine Centifolia Rose opens its 
108 petals. An exceptional flower with an exquisite scent, this fragrant rose has been restored to its 
former glory by Roseline Giorgis, the daughter of a perfumer from Grasse. 

Step into the world of a passionate expert! Discover her rose garden on the banks of the river Sorgue 
as well as the many uses and by-products of this unique rose, whose subtle notes can be found in 
perfume, gastronomy and even poetry… 

Guided tour upon reservation. Admission charge. T. +33 (0)6 87 65 25 47 - www.lesartsdelarose.com

In the garden

 Off the beaten track 
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THE GARDEN OF PAVILION DE GALON 
 CUCURON 
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An 18th-century hunting pavilion just a short walk away from the 
village, the Galon Pavilion maintains a very pretty ornamental garden.  
Flowers and wild grass blend into the neat structure of this French-
style garden created in 2004 around 4 ponds. Natural bouquets, 
geometric lines, views illuminated by a cloudless sky – all unite in 
perfect harmony. The garden is open for only 2 months in the year, 
so don’t miss the opportunity for a moment’s contemplation in these 
magical surroundings. 

Admission charge. Tours upon reservation - T. +33 (0)4 90 77 24 15
www.pavillondegalon.com

This national certification, attributed by the Ministry of Culture and lasting for 5 years, 
attests to the quality and interest of selected parks and gardens. 

A TOKEN OF QUALITY 
"Remarkable

Garden"

A little corner of the Mediterranean which faces the Ventoux. 
Jean-Paul Boyer’s garden is the expression of his philosophy, 
which values well-being and living life to the full. Every part of the 
garden exudes the tranquil atmosphere of the land of sunshine: 
the essence of the Mediterranean, exotic vegetation, the interplay 
of light and shade, arbours and low stone walls. 

Benches hidden in the bend of a path offer parents a moment’s 
respite; kids will be fully occupied with plenty of space to run 
around, games and treetop playhouses! 

Self-led tour or guided tours in the summer. Admission charge. 
T. +33 (0)6 38 64 37 82 - www.lejardindelabassefontaine.com

GARDEN OF THE BASSE FONTAINE 
 PUYMÉRAS 

In the garden16/



THE GARDENS OF SAINT-ANDRÉ ABBEY
 VILLENEUVE LEZ AVIGNON 
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The gardens of Château Val Joanis adjoin the vineyard of this wine estate. Perspective 
and geometric dimensions evoke the harmonious art of the French garden. In this 
perfectly landscaped garden, the 3 terraces spread out to provide shelter from the 
strong wind of the region, known as the ‘mistral’. A great diversity of aromatic plants, 
vegetables, flowers and other Mediterranean species border one another. All contribute 
their unique properties to make this garden a place to escape and relax beneath the 
Provençal sun. 

Self-led tour. Admission charge. T. +33 (0)4 90 79 20 77 - www.val-joanis.com 

 PERTUIS 

THE GARDEN OF THE CHÂTEAU VAL JOANIS 

A designer by profession, Nicole de Vesian 
turned her attention in later life to her garden 
in the heart of the Luberon. Her ambition was 
to create something truly different. 

Topiary sets the tone of this garden, admirably 
forming the many box trees and evoking 
the essence of the Mediterranean. Here, 
everything rests on dimension, juxtaposition 
of form and fusion of colour. 

For the past 25 years, Sylvie Verger has 
overseen the garden’s evolution. Her task is 
a delicate and complex one – to preserve the 
harmony and simplicity of this living work of art. 

Admission charge. Can be visited at selected 
times or upon reservation www.lalouve.eu

 BONNIEUX  

LES JARDINS DE LA LOUVE

A fairy-tale garden

The Abbey’s two gardens, classified as historical monuments, loom over 
their little sister in neighbouring Villeneuve-lès-Avignon, join together 
to form a magnificent ensemble, where the simplicity of Mediterranean 
vegetation can be found alongside the Italian elegance of the Tuscan 
garden. Visitors are invited to make their way up the botanical path 
which follows the dry stone terraces, guided by the essence of garrigue 
and the fragrances of the South: pistachio lentisk, myrtle, pomegranate 
trees and rock rose. In addition to their rich botanical heritage, the 
gardens offer an unobstructed view from the Popes’ Palace in nearby 
Avignon, all the way to the Ventoux. 

Self-led tours or guided tours. Admission charge. 
T. +33 (0)4 90 25 55 95  - www.abbayesaintandre.fr 

PARK AND GARDEN OF THE CHÂTEAU DE BRANTES
   SORGUES 

This contemporary garden, reminiscent of the Grand Siècle, is 
constructed around a central axis and 3 mirror pools. Rolling 
lawns, pruned box trees, neat alleys of cypress trees… 
The Tuscan influence pervades this garden, with a refined 
sophistication which bears witness to the Brantes family’s Italian 
origins. This family estate is home to an unusual natural heritage. 
Expect the unexpected amongst the one-hundred-year-old lilac 
trees or below one of the oldest magnolias in Europe, with a 
circumference of 6m! 

Self-led tour or guided tour upon reservation. 
Admission charge. T. +33 (0)6 62 08 98 22 - www.jardindebrantes.com

In the garden /17



ALONG THE BANKS 
OF THE RIVER

Sorgue

Starting point: Thor. We jump onto our bikes, helmets on, 
stocked up with water and with an organic picnic in our 
rucksacks.

As we explore Thor, we find it full of surprises. The River Sorgue runs 
the length of this charming village, clustered around its beautiful and 
imposing Roman church. With its cobblestone streets, the gentle 
lapping of the water and typically Provençal atmosphere of tranquillity, 
the village seems to tempt us to stop and take a break. We decide that 
it’s time to eat our picnic, on the cool banks of the Sorgue’s turquoise 
waters, with a stunning view of the Notre Dame du Lac Church.

Once we’re suitably replenished, our little troop sets off again. The route 
takes us from orchards to small farms growing fruit and vegetable crops. 
The level path is perfect for the kids to go zooming off ahead. I prefer 
to pedal briskly to the rhythmic clicking of cicadas, amongst apple and 
cherry trees, enjoying the sensation of the breeze on my face. Our little 
outing is infused with a sense of freedom. After a few sections which 

require a little more care, the Petite Guilaine path reveals a magnificent 
view of the mont Ventoux and the monts de Vaucluse, which are home 
to the source of the Sorgue.

Upon our arrival at L’Isle sur la Sorgue, we take a snack break at the 
point where the river splits in two, known as the ‘partage des eaux’. 
The water is 13° all year round, so we take the opportunity to refresh 
ourselves by splashing around! Each time we encounter the clear 
waters of the emerald river on this ride, all four of us are amazed all 
over again. By the time we get back to Thor, our lungs are full of fresh 
air, and our spirits are high. It was the perfect family day out, following 
a secret route which can only be found at 
www.provence-cycling.co.uk !  

Elodie, 38 

Route No. 37 – 27km. Bike delivery and hire available at La Pédalerie, a 
four-minute drive away. For this route, you are advised to have a hybrid bike. 
Children should be over 10.  The route crosses main roads and runs alongside 
them at 3 points. 

Along the banks of the River Sorgue 
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At Fontaine-de-Vaucluse, the Sorgue emerges from the foot 
of an immense cliff. Flowing from the ground in an ice-cold 
spring, the beauty of the Sorgue changes with the seasons: 
it can be a motionless green lake, or the rush of a raging 
torrent. It is the most powerful resurgence in Europe. 

Walkers, fishermen and canoeists alike come to admire 
its transparent emerald waters. A footpath along the river 
leads to its source, in a deep gulf. Along the way, a huge 
waterwheel still turns, representing the last paper mill which 
still manufactures by hand using 15th-century techniques. 

• Self-led tour of the 41 fountains of Pernes-les-Fontaines. 
Enquire at the Porte du Ventoux Tourist Office (see p.82)

• Take a stroll or a bike ride along the Carpentras canal. 
Enquire at the Ventoux Provence Tourist Office in Carpentras (see 
p.82)

 Get inspired 
 for your day trip  

Previously the capital of Comtat Venaissin for 2 centuries, 
the small town of Pernes earned its nickname, ‘The Pearl of 
Comtat,’ from this glorious medieval past. But if its reputation 
is the result of its history, the source of its irresistible charm 
is undoubtedly the abundance of fountains which babble and 
sing amongst the narrow winding streets and courtyards.

41, to be exact! And that’s without taking into account 
private fountains… So, in 1936, the village was given the 
fitting new name of ‘Pernes-les-Fontaines’. This remarkable 
heritage is undeniably its best attribute. 

From Fontaine-de-Vaucluse, the Sorgue ducks in and out of 
view before flowing into the town of L'Isle sur la Sorgue, 
caught between two arms of the river. Water sweeps into 
the heart of the town, feeding into the interlaced rivers and 
canals which have earned the town its nickname of ‘Little 
Venice of Provence’. Moss-covered wheels continue to turn 
in the narrow streets, harking back to the town’s past as a 
thriving textile industry. 

This old fishing village has become the number one 
destination for antique dealers. There’s nothing more 
pleasant than strolling along the quays from bridge to bridge 
– it’s a bargain hunter’s paradise! 

AT THE SOURCE OF THE
 RIVER SORGUE 

PROVENCE’S
 "LITTLE VENICE" 

 A VERY 

FITTING NAME

 L'Isle sur la Sorgue 

 Fontaine-de-Vaucluse 

 Pernes-les-Fontaines  

Along the banks of the River Sorgue 
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BASK IN THE SCENT 
of

Lavender

 SAULT 

AROMA PLANTE DISTILLERY
Lavender and other aromatic and medicinal 
plants have been cultivated, without any 
use of chemicals, across these 80 hectares 
of land since 1978. Distilled oils, soaps 
and cosmetics are manufactured and sold 
on-site. As well as free guided tours of the 

distillery, you can discover the Plantothèque 
and field museum and take part in a range of 

workshops. T. +33 (0)4 90 64 14 73 
www.distillerie-aromaplantes.com

LES AGNELS DISTILLERY 
 APT 

Distillers of lavender and aromatic plants since 1895, the 
Agnel family offers tours of their distillery to introduce 
visitors to the magic of essential oil production. For sale 
on-site: lavender and lavandin essential oils, sourced from 
the farm, as well as a range of ‘Les Agnels’ label cosmetic 
and fragrance products, made using their own essential 
oils. www.lesagnels.com

 Visit a disti�ery 

TAKE A NOTE OF : Two family-run distilleries: Vallon des Lavandes, in Sault T. +33 (0)4 90 64 14 83 - www.facebook.com/
vallondeslavandes and Les Coulets in Apt T. +33 (0)4 90 74 07 55 / T. +33 (0)6 11 30 24 50. Open during the summer season. 

Lavender

©
M

.C
o

q
u

a
rd

             
      

  ©
T.O

Brie

n

20/

http://www.distillerie-aromaplantes.com
http://www.lesagnels.com


• The Maison des Producteurs (Farmers’ House) in Sault, a cooperative 
company (lavender, honey, aromatic plants…). T. +33 (0)4 90 64 08 98
• Gerbaud Farm in Lourmarin 
T. +33 (0)4 90 68 11 83 - www.plantes-aromatiques-provence.com
• The Lavender Farm and Conservatory Garden of Lavender in Sault. 
Shop on-site. - T. +33 (0)4 90 64 11 37 - www.la-ferme-aux-lavandes.com
• Les Lodges aux Lavandes in Sault, an association of local farmers and 
artisans. T. +33 (0)4 90 64 00 14
• Les Lavandes de Champelle in Sault, organic farm and shop. Free tours 
of the farm from June through to September.  
T. +33 (0)4 90 64 01 50 / 06 82 53 95 34 - www.lavandes-champelle.fr
• The Lavender Festival in Sault takes place on the 15th August and 
the ‘Corso’ (flower parade) of lavender in Valréas takes place in August
• Distillery Bleu Provence - Nyons (Drôme) - T. +33 (0)4 75 26 10 42 
www.distillerie-bleu-provence.com

• The lavender path in Sault is a 5km circuit route with informative panels. 
Enquire at Sault Tourist Office (see p82). 
• Lavender Routes: paths, places to see, places to stay.
www.routes-lavande.com
• Driving tour, either 62.5km or 42km, setting off from Sault: discover 
distilleries, gardens, ‘bories’ and typical dry-stone sheep pens, as well 
as the hilltop villages of Sault, Aurel, Banon and Simiane. Map available 
at www.ventoux-sud.com
• The Sault Plateau by bike, a 33km signposted route. Takes you along 
small roads through Lavender Country, from Sault to Aurel, on to Saint-
Trinit, Saint-Christol and back. 
Map available at www.provence-cycling.co.uk and www.ventoux-sud.com

 Take a stro�  
 More to see 

A LITTLE PIECE 
 OF HISTORY 

 PAYS DE SAULT 

IN THE COUNTRY OF ‘BLUE GOLD’  

THE LAVENDER MUSEUM  
 COUSTELLET 

To the East of the Mont Ventoux, on a vast 
chalky plateau, a striking scene meets 
the eye: geometric lines of resplendent 
blue lavender and golden wheat, in a 
valley of intoxicating scent and colour. 

The village of Sault, the capital of fine 
lavender, and the surrounding area 
seem to come alive when the lavender is 
flowering. Highly popular and intoxicating, 

this welcoming region has carefully 
preserved its authenticity. 

It is here that almost all lavender and 
lavandin is harvested, the remainder of 
the output from Vaucluse coming from 
the Valréas enclave and from the Luberon. 

Lavender in flower from around the end of 
June to mid-August. 

The origins of the ‘Lavendula Stoechas’ 
date back to the Roman times, when it 
was used to fragrance the baths and keep 
laundry fresh. But the term ‘lavender’, 
from the Latin ‘lavare’ meaning ‘to wash’, 
did not appear until the Middle Ages. 

In the 18th century the Sault region was 
home to France’s most beautiful natural 
lavender fields. The lavender grown 

here produced essential oils which were 
reputed to heal various aches and pains. 

It was not until around 1920, at the request 
of the perfumers of Grasse, that lavender 
began to be intensively cultivated and 
harvested. This marked the beginning of 
the ‘Golden Age’ of lavender. 

Since 1991, the Provence Lavender 
Museum has worked towards the 
preservation of this plant and towards 
enhancing and passing on inherited skills 
of the region. 

The museum is home to a beautiful 
collection of stills and objects from 
the lavender industry, mapping out the 
history, tradition and cultivation of this 
flower which is so symbolic of Provence. 

Interactive tours, activities and 
workshops invite visitors to discover the 
privileged position of fine lavender in the 
perfume industry and its major role in 
aromatherapy. Learn how to tell your fine 
lavender from your lavandin! 

T. +33 (0)4 90 76 91 23 
www.museedelalavande.com

A paradise of sight and scent 

Lavender
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Instant relaxation

This 5-star hotel, with fine-dining restaurant and 
spa, offers a prestigious setting where tranquillity 
and elegance reign. A stay at Le Mas des 
Herbes Blanches guarantees complete calm and 

relaxation. Understated décor with an emphasis on natural materials, mirror effects – here, 
everything comes together in harmony with the natural environment, from the local dry stone 
to the wild plants bathed in light. Everything adds to the serenity of the place. On the itinerary: 
heated pools, Jacuzzi, hammam, sauna and – best of all – a variety of treatments by Sothys, a 
prestigious and highly specialized label. 

T. +33 (0)4 90 05 79 79 /  T. +33 (0)4 90 05 51 73 - www.herbesblanches.com

RELAX
and unwind

at the Spa

A Zen getaway in a 5-star hotel shaded by 
cypress trees, set amidst Luberon vineyards 
and fields of lavender. La Coquillade offers an 
idyllic setting which reinvigorates the senses.

From the sauna to the Jacuzzis, from the 
hammam pool to the steam baths, discover 
the wellness treatments of your dreams. Brave 
the cold with Kneipp baths and the ice pool; try 
out the sensorial shower; soak up hot water 
treatments; inhale the infused fragrances of 
Provence; add in some yoga and meditation… 
and breathe! 

T. +33 (0)4 90 74 71 71 - www.coquillade.fr

PHÉBUS & SPA 
 JOUCAS 

The ultimate well-being destination! Le 
Phebus, a 5-star hotel with Michelin-starred 
restaurant, is an unexpected retreat in 
the heart of the Luberon. Here, everything 
centres on luxury, peace and serenity. The 
subtle balance between authenticity, the 
rediscovery of tradition, and modern comfort 
creates a charming atmosphere of relaxation. 
Take the time to live the Provençal way! The 
Carita Spa promises moments of escape and 
pure relaxation thanks to its variety of beauty 
treatments. Be sure to test out the exfoliation 
with lavender essential oil and salt! Enjoy 
a comfortable stay steeped in delicious 
fragrance. 

T. +33 (0)4 90 05 78 83 - www.lephebus.com

LE MAS DES HERBES BLANCHES 
 JOUCAS 

 GARGAS  

LA COQUILLADE VILLAGE 

Spa & souvenirs22/



At 3,500 m2, the Spa Ventoux Provence is the largest spa 
resort in Vaucluse. The quality and diversity of facilities, 
as well as the practitioners’ skill, provide infinite 
possibilities for treatment and relaxation: underwater 
jets, salt cave, Finnish sauna, fragranced hammam, and 
Scottish baths. In addition, hydro-massage, cryotherapy, 
dietary consultation, massages and exceptional 
treatments using Sothys products are just some of the 
specialities of this temple of well-being! 

T. +33 (0)4 90 37 05 49 - www.spa-ventoux-provence.com

Les Bories is a 5-star hotel, a Michelin-star restaurant, 
a stunning lookout point and a Spa! Come and discover 
for yourself the therapeutic properties of plants and 
light. La Maison Ennea reveals its exotic secrets and 
unseen recipes, immersing their guests in the aromatic 
world of Provence and the Mediterranean. Enveloped in 
beneficial essential oils and intoxicating scents, embark 
on a journey to an enchanting land…

How can you resist the promise of the ‘happiness cure’? 

T. +33 (0)4 90 72 00 51 - www.hotellesbories.com

In the enchanting setting of a former private mansion, 
the Spa of the Bastide de Gordes 5* hotel is a delight. 
The sophisticated décor combines natural materials 
and simple lines, contributing to a peaceful atmosphere 
conducive to revitalization. 

Here, you will be pampered and spoiled. Try out the 
open air treatments on the patio! The white drape room 
partitions preserve intimacy whilst letting in the sunlight 
for an unforgettable experience…Discover the full range 
of possibilities over 1,600m2 of pure happiness! 

T. +33 (0)4 90 72 18 90 
www.airelles.com/fr/destination/gordes-hotel

SPA VENTOUX PROVENCE
 MALAUCÈNE  

 GORDES  

LES BORIES & SPA 

LA BASTIDE DE GORDES 
 SPA SISLEY 
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NovaSpa is located on the premises of 
Novotel, facing the city ramparts. After a 
long day of visiting the Popes’ City, this 
well-being and relaxation space offers 
a welcome respite! Opt for a moment’s 
escape: a ‘Bali adventure’, a ‘California 
break’, a ‘Kashmir getaway’, or even a 
‘voyage in the Fjords’. In a cosy ambience 
and contemporary setting, NovaSpa 
guarantees a beautiful stay. 

T. +33 (0)4 32 74 70 07
www.novaspa-avignon.com

NOVA SPA
 AVIGNON 

Need to find yourself? Whether you’re looking for 
introspection, contemplation, or a thorough detox, 
Le Mas Turquoise answers to your needs. Just a 
few kilometres from Châteauneuf-du-Pape, this 
four-room guesthouse invites you to let go, live in 
the present, and quite simply live well. 

A 2-3 hour spa treatment promises to gently re-
awaken your senses with a Jacuzzi, hammam, 
sauna and Nordic bathing. Also on offer is an original 
massage technique based on an energy-based 
approach to colour for customised treatments. A 
place of indulgence, for total peace of mind. 

T. +33 (0)6 17 70 24 30
www.spalemasturquoise.com

©
T
.V

e
rn

e
u

il

©
 L

u
c

 H
a

u
tb

o
u

t 

N
o

v
a

S
p

a
 –

 A
v
ig

n
o

n
 C

e
n

tr
e

RELAX
and unwind

at the Spa

 BÉDARRIDES 

LE MAS TURQUOISE

Spa & souvenirs

 UCHAUX 

SPA DU CHÂTEAU DE MASSILLAN 
The organic Spa at Massillan believes in 
well-being in harmony with nature. Taking 
care of body and mind whilst respecting 
the environment; this is the philosophy of 
this eco-conscious destination which brings 
together the art of living, sophistication and 
elegance. 

Here, regional plants take centre stage in both 
Spa and garden. Take your pick of detoxifying, 
soothing bio-energetic treatments by Biovive 
or signature massages aimed at unifying 
body and mind. A truly once-in-a-lifetime 
experience. 

T. +33 (0)4 90 40 64 51
www.chateaudemassillan.fr

24/
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• Les Agnels Distillery - Apt
T. +33 (0)4 90 04 77 00
www.lesagnels.com

• Le Château du Bois Provence  
Cabrières-d’Avignon
T. +33 (0)4 90 76 91 23
www.museedelalavande.com

• La Ferme de Gerbaud - Lourmarin
T. +33 (0)4 90 68 11 83 
www.plantes-aromatiques-provence.com

• Aroma'Plantes Distillery - Sault
T. +33 (0)4 90 64 14 73 
www.distillerie-aromaplantes.com

• Le Vallon des Lavandes - Sault
T. +33 (0)4 90 64 14 83
www.facebook.com/vallondeslavandes

• Les Lavandes de Champelle - Sault
T. +33 (0)6 82 53 95 34
www.lavandes-champelle.fr

• Plantes et Parfums - Sablet
T. +33 (0)4 90 12 35 88
www.plantesetparfums.com

 Make your 
 own Cosmetics 

• Algovital - Mormoiron
T. +33 (0)4 90 40 87 51 
www.algovital.fr – www.eveilnature.net

• Savonnerie des Dentelles en 
Provence - Beaumes-de-Venise
T. +33 (0)4 90 37 61 80
www.savonneriedesdentelles.com

• La Manufacture du Siècle  
Carpentras
T. +33 (0)9 83 62 67 91
www.lamanufacturedusiecle.fr

• La Savonnerie en Provence - Sault 
(boutique à Montbrun-les-Bains)
T. +33 (0)4 90 64 17 99
www.lasavonnerie.com

• L’oustau Safr’ane - Monteux
T. +33 (0)6 71 45 02 21 / 06 83 46 35 41 
www.oustau-safr-ane.com

 Essential Oils & 
 Plants 

 Soap Factories 

KEEP
a

Souvenir

Spa & souvenirs
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DELVE INTO THE 
heritage of

Vaucluse
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Making your way across Vaucluse - from Vaison-la-Romaine to the 
Popes’ City, from hilltop villages to châteaux – is like flicking through 
the pages of a great history book, where legends written in stone 
intertwine with man’s destiny. It’s like travelling through time, weaving 
through the elegance and grandeur of ages past to gain a better 
understanding of the living, breathing region of today. 

/27



©
T
.O

B
ri

e
n

HAIL CAESAR! GATHER YOUR CLAN 
and follow in the footsteps

of the Romans

ORANGE, WITH HUGO AND LEA 
Looking up to the vast stage wall and the terraced seating, 
designed to accommodate some 10,000 spectators, you 
can’t help but feel small. In addition to audio guides, the tour 
is interspersed with games and puzzles for children. They 
are led by Hugo and Lea, heroes of the booklet available at 
the entrance. Discover this theatre in a brand new and fun 
way – even grown-ups will want to join in! The highlight of 
the visit is the virtual museum tour, where you can witness 
the construction of this immense monument.

VAISON-LA-ROMAINE, WITH LUCIUS
In Vaison-la-Romaine, grab an audio guide and meet Lucius. 
The hero of the story will lead little ones on a treasure hunt 
through the historical sites of Puymin and La Villasse, whose 
ruined houses, shops and thermal baths bear witness to the 
daily lives of the Romans. Here a code word, there an object 
to find… The whole family will get caught up in the game! 

BETWEEN APT AND BONNIEUX, TO THE BRIDGE!
When making your way through the Luberon, the Pont 
Julien at the bottom of Bonnieux is a must-see. Built in the 
1st century, it now forms part of the Calavon bike trail, a 
totally secured path reserved for cyclists and pedestrians. 
Experience the bridge just like the Romans did – make your 
way across, maybe even dance a farandole! And on a sunny 
day, grab a spot on the riverbank nearby and enjoy a picnic 
while taking in the view. 

Philippe, 50

Hail Caesar ! 

In Roman times
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• The Roman theatre in Vaison-la-Romaine
T. +33 (0)4 90 46 51 14 - www.vaison-ventoux-tourisme.com
• The Théo Desplans Archeological Museum in 
Vaison – daily life in the Gallo-Roman era 
T. +33 (0)4 90 46 51 14 - www.vaison-ventoux-tourisme.com
• The Museum of Art and History in Orange
T. +33 (0)4 90 51 17 60 - www.theatre-antique.com
• The Roman garden in Caumont-sur-Durance with 
its large ornamental pond
T. +33 (0)4 90 22 00 22 - www.jardin-romain.fr
• The path lined with 66 sarcophagi in Mazan
• The memorial Arches of Carpentras and Cavaillon
• The Lapidaire Museum in Avignon
T. +33 (0)4 90 85 75 38 - www.musee-lapidaire.org
• Also nearby: the Pont du Gard, the monuments of 
Nimes, Arles, and St-Rémy-de-Provence
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 THE ANCIENT THEATRE 

OF ORANGE
Classified as a UNESCO World Heritage site, the 
Theatre of Orange is one of the most precious 
testimonies to the Ancient World in Provence. To 
this day, it retains its original purpose thanks to 

its exceptionally well-preserved, 37m-high stage 
wall, its remarkable acoustics and its enormous 

capacity (up to 10,000 people!). Today, the theatre is a 
major international opera venue, renowned for hosting the 

world-famous ‘Chorégies d’été’ opera festival. 

The site also offers an unforgettable journey back in time, to the reign of 
the Emperor Augustus. A breath-taking adventure awaits, whether through 
an immersive tour with 3D projection, a unique virtual performance, or 
the Roman Festival (in September). 

T. +33 (0)4 90 51 17 60 - www.theatre-antique.com

THE TRIUMPHAL ARCH
 OF ORANGE 

This majestic piece of architecture looms over 
the entrance to the town, preserving a sense of 
theatricality as it welcomes visitors arriving from 
the North. Evocative of the faded grandeur of a 
bygone era, this structure erected to glorify the 
Roman Empire marks the threshold of Ancient 

Roman territories in Provence. 

It numbers amongst the most ancient and largest 
arches of Roman Gaul. This monumental construction 

has three arches and a distinctive charm thanks to the 
delicate reliefs and motifs carved into the limestone and the addition of 

a second panel. It is quite rightly classified as a UNESCO World Heritage 
site. 

In Apt, what remains of the 
Roman city Apta Julia can be 
found at Sainte-Anne Cathedral, 
whose lower crypt is built on 1st 

century ruins. 

You should also check out the Museum of History and Archaeology. 
There, you can admire artefacts of ancient Latin epigraphy, ancient 
mosaics, and materials from the Roman Necropolis of Apt, as well as 
diverse collections of votive objects, agricultural tools and objects from 
daily life at the Gallo-Roman Farm of Font- Crémat. 

T. +33 (0)4.90.74.95.30 - www.luberon-apt.fr

 Remnants of Rome in Orange  

 Roman Apt 
 Explore Roman civilisation 

In Roman times
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AVIGNON,
city of the

Popes

A TABLET TO GUIDE YOU THROUGH TIME
What better way to unlock these secrets than through an 

enhanced reality tour? Armed with an audio guide and a tablet, see the 
daily life of the Papacy take shape before your eyes, coming to life in the 
year 1344, where this innovative tour begins. In every room, furniture, 
wall hangings and frescoes gleam in radiant colour. 
Discover the kitchens where bountiful feasts were prepared; witness 
grand ceremonies; be invited into the treasure room; make your way 
through the banquet hall, the cardinals’ meeting room, or even the 
Great Chapel, seen here as it was at the coronation of Pope Innocent 
VI. The splendour of life in the Popes’ Palace reveals itself in all its 
magnificence and majesty.

INTERACTIVE TREASURE HUNT 
Captivated, your finger seems to glide across the screen of its own 
accord… In every room, you come across an object to touch and 
discover in detail – perhaps to lift up – and doors to open. Even grown-
ups can’t resist the fun of a treasure hunt! But what treasure awaits? 
That’s for you to find out. 

Don’t miss the chance to look back, for a moment, on the lives of 
Avignon’s Popes!

Stéphanie, 34

Take your chance to 
travel back in time!

The Popes’ Palace has cast its spell over travellers since the Middle Ages. In Avignon – centre of the Christian world for over a century – Europe’s largest 
gothic palace has contributed to the city’s intellectual and cultural influence across the world. Today, it keeps its charm – and its secrets.

Want to visit the Popes’ Palace?
T.  +33 (0)4 32 74 32 74 - www.palais-des-papes.com
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 The Pont d'Avignon 

 Les Ha�es of Avignon 

 The Avignon Festival   

For centuries, the Avignon bridge was the only crossing 
point of the Rhône between Lyon and the Mediterranean. 
Battered by waters, wars and the passage of time, 
nowadays only 4 arches remain of the original 22. 

Today one of the most iconic monuments of the Popes’ 
City, the Pont d’Avignon has travelled the world in 
images – and in song! Its stones bear witness to several 
centuries of history.

http://www.avignon-pont.com/en

On the site of the old 19th-century covered marketplace, 
a new building now stands, instantly recognisable for its 
innovative wall of greenery. Welcoming and animated, 
this covered market in the heart of the city is a true 
temple to Provençal cuisine. 40 sellers invite you to 
discover the local produce – try it, taste it, breathe in 
the scents! The visit is a flavoursome journey coveted by 
all food lovers. From the early morning, take the time to 
stop for a coffee at the bar before diving into the bustling 
aisles.

www.avignon-leshalles.com

It all began more than 70 years ago with the vision of one 
man, Jean Vilar; the talent of a dedicated artist, Gérard 
Philipe; the magnificent setting of the main courtyard of 
the Popes’ Palace; and a date, 1947… 

Today, the ‘In’ festival continues to stimulate creation and 
promote live art, whilst the ‘Off’ festival generates many 
more venues and genres by taking over the streets. In 
July, the city of Avignon is transformed! Crowds from 
around the world gather at this international celebration. 

• Go for a walk in the Rocher des Doms garden.
• Stroll through the streets and squares: Place 
des Corps Saints, Place de l’Horloge, Place Crillon, 
Place Saint Pierre, Place Pie, Place des Châtaignes, 
Rue des Teinturiers… 

• Take one of the guided tours offered by Avignon 
Tourist Office (see p82).
• Visit Barthelasse Island (via river shuttle, free of 
charge). 

 To see or do  

Avignon, the Popes City
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FROM FORTRESS
to

château

 CHÂTEAU 

DE LA TOUR D'AIGUES 

The Château d’Ansouis is a jewel of the 
medieval era, with its keep, turrets and 
ramparts. The severe silhouette of the 
ancient fortress has gradually softened 
over time, to become a beautiful, vast 
stately home with sumptuous French-
style gardens. The striking beauty of the 
panoramic views remains unchanged.

T. +33 (0)4 90 77 23 36
www.chateauansouis.fr

CHÂTEAU
 D'ANSOUIS 

The first Renaissance château to be 
built in Provence, the Château de 
Lourmarin has blossomed over time. 
Preserved at the beginning of the last 
century thanks to industrialist and 
patron of the arts Laurent Vibert, its 
cultural influence extends across the 
southern slope of the Luberon. Guided 
tours, events, a Renaissance Festival, 
rock and classical concerts... the castle 
is still a vibrant and lively place. 

Self-led and guided tours available. 
Treasure hunt for our younger visitors.  T. 
+33 (0)4 90 68 15 23 
www.chateau-de-lourmarin.com

 CHÂTEAU 

DE LOURMARIN

 Other things to see   

CASTLES AND CHÂTEAUX : 
• Château de Saumane
T.  +33 (0)4 90 38 04 78 - www.oti-delasorgue.fr
• Château du Barroux
T. +33 (0)4 90 62 35 21 / (0)6 11 54 66 39 
• Château du Marquis de Sade in Lacoste (été) 
T. +33 (0)4 90 75 93 12  - www.lacoste-84.com
• Cité Templière de Richerenches  
T. +33 (0)4 90 28 05 34  - www.richerenches.fr
• Château de Simiane in Valréas 
T. +33 (0)4 90 35 30 44 - www.valreas.net
• Tour Ferrande in Pernes-les-Fontaines 
T. +33 (0)4 90 61 31 04 - www.tourisme-pernes.fr

VESTIGES AND REMAINS: 
• Fortress of Oppède-le-Vieux
www.luberoncoeurdeprovence.com
• Château Comtal in Vaison-la-romaine 
T. +33 (0) 4 90 36 02 11
www.vaison-ventoux-tourisme.com
• Château des Papes in Châteauneuf-du-Pape
T. +33 (0)4 90 83 71 08 
www.chateauneuf-du-pape-tourisme.fr
• Château de Thouzon in Thor  
www.thouzon.fr

The intriguing ruins of the Château de 
La Tour d'Aigues, with its open-worked 
façade and intricate gate, stand in the 
centre of the village. The evocative force 
of these stones, exposed to the skies and 
the elements, awakens the imagination 
and brings to life the splendour of the 
Renaissance in Provence. The restored 
sections of the château are home to the 
Department’s Museum of Earthenware 
(‘musée départemental des faïences’).

Guided tours and child-friendly tours. 
T. +33 (0)4 90 07 42 10 
www.luberoncotesud.com

Perched atop a 137m-high cliff, like a 
sentinel keeping watch over the surrounding 
countryside, the ancient Fortress of Mornas 
piques the curiosity of any traveller passing 
through the Rhône valley. For those who follow 
its call, their persistence is richly rewarded 
with magnificent views and a site full of 
unexpected twists and turns. Come one and 
all! Travel through time with a guided tour.

T. +33 (0)4 90 37 01 26
www.forteresse-de-mornas.com

FORTRESS
 OF MORNAS 

Perfect for pretending to be a knight in 
shining armour!

From fortress to château, steeple to be� tower
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In 1136, the first Commandery in 
Provence was built near Richerenches. 
The Knights Templar who lived there 
divided their time between agriculture, 
livestock farming and military 
preparations. Nowadays, visitors can still 
admire the Commandery of the Knights 
Templar, surrounded by buttresses and 
linked by arches, as well as the apse of 
the church which is home to a stone with 
an engraving by Hughes de Bourbouton, 
one of the Commanders. 

T. +33 (0)4 90 28 05 34 - www.richerenches.fr

THE CITY OF THE KNIGHTS TEMPLAR
 IN RICHERENCHES 
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STEEPLE 
to

be� tower

 THE ABBEY OF 

NOTRE DAME DE SÉNANQUE
This jewel of Romanesque architecture numbers among 
the "Three Cistercian Sisters of Provence", alongside the 
Abbeys of Thoronet and Silvacane. 

Tucked away in the peaceful hollow of a valley, amongst 
forests of oak trees and fields of lavender, the Abbey is 
the perfect place for contemplation. Still inhabited by a 
community of monks, it opens its doors to respectful 
visitors who can discover the site and immerse 
themselves in 12th-century monastic life thanks to the 
HistoPad, an interactive tablet designed to guide visitors 
around.  

T. +33 (0)4 90 72 18 24 – www.senanque.fr

 Other things to see 
• Baroque Collegiate Church of Notre Dame des Anges in Isle sur la Sorgue
• Roman Cathedral of Notre Dame de Nazareth and its cloister in Vaison la Romaine
• St. Siffrein Gothic Cathedral in Carpentras 
•  Notre Dame des Doms Cathedral in Avignon and the medieval city’s many churches
• 6th-century Baptistery in Venasque
• Roman Chapel of Notre Dame d’Aubane in Beaumes de Venise

BELL TOWERS 
In Provence, a village is often identified 
by the steeple which towers above its 
rooftops. As you wander the streets, let 
your eyes linger on these black metal 
motifs, drawn onto a backdrop of blue sky. 

These elegant wrought-iron cages, finely 
chiselled and ventilated so as not to catch 
the wind, shelter the bell which crowns 
the village belfry. Sometimes topped 
with a weather vane or cross, they bear 
witness to the meticulous and unique 
artwork of the village blacksmith.

To see : the bell towers of Carpentras, Loriol-
du-Comtat, Aubignan, Modène, Caromb, 
Bédoin, Ansouis, Apt, Saignon, Cadenet, 
Villelaure, Oppède-le-Vieux, Ménerbes, 
Lacoste, Bonnieux, Cucuron…

From fortress to château, steeple to be� tower
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THE JEWISH
heritage

route

 And more... 
• Festival of Jewish music in summer  
www.cultures-musiques-juives-carpentras.com
• Festival of Israeli cinema in September  
www.festival-laissez-passer.com

 THE SYNAGOGUE OF CAVAILLON 

& THE JUDEO-COMTADIN MUSEUM
This Synagogue was rebuilt in the 18th century at the heart of the 
former ‘Carrière’ or Jewish Quarter in Cavaillon. Together with the 
bakery and mikveh (ritual baths), this remarkable ensemble, at 
once a place of worship and a museum, is well worth a visit. The 
presence of the Chair of Elijah is a liturgical tradition of Judaism, 
whilst the opulent and elaborate décor elevates the surroundings 
and evokes Provencal art of the Enlightenment era. 

Guided tours of the Cavaillon museums.
T. +33 (0)4 90 72 26 86 - www.cavaillon.com

 CARPENTRAS 

   SYNAGOGUE 
Built in 1367, the Carpentras Synagogue is the oldest 

synagogue still in use today in France. Despite the ravages of 
time, it has preserved beautiful relics of its past. Like neighbouring 
towns of the Comtat Venaissin, Carpentras bears witness to the 
history of the Pope’s Jews. The subterranean level, with its baths, 
bakery and ovens, as well as the place of worship on the upper 
floor (rebuilt in the 18th century) illustrate the important role 
played by tradition in daily life. 

Self-led tours from Monday to Friday. Guided tours offered by the 
Carpentras-Ventoux-Provence Tourist Office (see p82). 

Thanks to the protection of the Avignon 
Popes, the legacy of the Jewish 

community is deeply embedded in the 
lands of the Comtat Venaissin. From 
Cavaillon to Carpentras, passing 
through Pernes-les-Fontaines and 
L'Isle sur la Sorgue, the ‘Pope’s Jews’ 
have left splendid and moving traces 
of their presence, which combine 

Jewish culture with Provencal tradition. 

 THE MIKVEHS 

OF PERNES-LES-FONTAINES
The former capital of the Comtat Venaissin included a Jewish 
community up until their expulsion from the town in 1569. The 
Hôtel de Cheylus was given the name ‘Bains Juifs’ (Jewish 
Baths) for many years, but the origin of this name could not be 
traced. It was not until 1989 that a mikveh or ritual bath was 
discovered, dug into the cellars of the stately home, supplied by a 
natural spring which partially submerges its 11 steps. This was a 
particularly exceptional discovery as the baths were not attached 
to a synagogue. A second private mikveh was uncovered in 2016. 

Guided tours offered by the Tourist Office during the season of Jewish 
Heritage in Pernes
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THE MOST 
beautiful villages

in France 

 Ansouis 
Occupying a strategic position between Apt and Aix-en-Provence, 
the village of Ansouis overlooks the plains of the Durance River. 
The Château keeps a watchful eye on the village below, with its 
narrow, interlacing streets and beautifully restored houses. 

Stroll aimlessly as you admire these riches and share in the cosy, 
intimate atmosphere within the walls of this village. Venture into 
the unknown beyond the doors of the Musée Extraordinaire de 
Georges Mazoyer (the Extraordinary Museum of C. Mazoyer), or 
discover the 3,000 objects housed by the Museum of Grapevine 
and Wine (Musée de la vigne et du vin) of the Château Turcan.

More to see: Château furnished with 13th and 18th-century pieces (see p.32).  

The village of Gordes, built on a rocky outcrop above the Vaucluse 
plateau, blends into its unique surrounding countryside of olive 
trees, cedars, and dry-stone walls, all bathed in bright sunlight. 

A tangled jumble of carefully restored houses, sometimes built into 
the rock itself, steps, cobblestone streets and fountains surround 
the Renaissance château which rises up from the centre of the 
village. Getting lost in this picturesque labyrinth is the best way to 
experience the unexpected charms of this village which enjoys a 
special popularity amongst artists.

Must-see: Château, St-Firmin Palace with its cave dwellings, the Village of 
‘Bories’ (see p9), Sénanque Abbey (see p33)

 Gordes 

The Most Beautiful Vi�ages in France
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 Lourmarin 

 Ménerbes 

The village of Lourmarin is located at the opening of the 
valley of the River Aiguebrun, at the foot of the Luberon. 
The magnificent Renaissance château facing the village is 
known as the ‘Medici Villa of Provence’ and is the source of 
Lourmarin’s cultural reputation. 

The village is a place of joyful celebration and special 
encounters. This is where Albert Camus put down roots, 
where Avignon writer Henri Bosco spent a great deal of time, 
a place that many talents made their home. What's more, 
food lovers will find plenty of high-quality establishments to 
satisfy their tastes.. 

This village was an ancient stronghold, built on a bed of 
stone with its fortress to the east, jutting out like the prow of 
a ship. Ménerbes is one of those unexpected places which 
offer a total escape. 

This place has made a great impression on many artists who 
settled here, including Nicolas de Staël, Picasso and Dora 
Maar, as well as the British writer Peter Mayle. 

Take your time; wherever you go, the very air seems to be 
imbued with the fragrances of Provence. Be curious; visits off 
the beaten track often lead to the most beautiful discoveries. 

Must-see: Tire-Bouchon Museum, the Botanical Garden of La 
Citadelle, House of Truffle & Wine, Saint-Hilaire Priory.

TAKE A WALK THROUGH
the Most Beautiful villages

In France 

The Most Beautiful Vi�ages in France
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 Roussi�on 

 Séguret 

 Venasque 

Le Barroux, Crestet, Bonnieux, Saignon, Le Beaucet, Brantes, 
Lacoste, Oppède-le-Vieux, Crillon-le-Brave, Gigondas… These 
villages are not as well-known, nor are they listed amongst the 
‘Most Beautiful Villages in France’, but they’re still well worth a 
quick detour.

Located in the Luberon Regional Nature Park, the village of Roussillon was 
built on the summit of an ochre cliff. Gathered around the remnants of its 
ruined château, it is amongst the most picturesque of the hilltop villages. 

 The red and gold hues of the surrounding landscape flush the façades 
of houses, tint the roofs and stones, and pervade the plaster coatings of 
the walls. The village is in perfect harmony with its natural setting. This 
symphony of colour gives it a distinctive character.

Must-see: Signposted path through former ochre quarries; Eco-museum of ochre 
(see p11). 

A village of artists and craftspeople surrounded by 
vineyards. Séguret is huddled together beneath 
the ruins of its castle, on the slopes of the 
Dentelles de Montmirail. The heritage scattered 
through the narrow streets bears witness to the 
village’s glorious past, particularly the famous 
Mascarons fountain. 

Ancient houses, winding streets, cobblestone 
paths and covered passages intersperse the 
ever-changing routes through this village. Its 
likeness to a ‘crèche provençale’ (type of nativity 
scene set in a Provence village) makes it the ideal 
setting for traditional winter festivities.

Built on a rocky outcrop which soars above the Nesque valley, 
the village of Venasque occupied a strategic position between Apt 
and Carpentras. It overlooks the plains of the Comtat, giving it the 
qualifying adjective ‘Venaissin’. For many years, this medieval town 
was the residence of the Bishops of Carpentras. It is renowned for 
its remarkably preserved 6th-century Baptistery. 

…As well as the famous ‘Monts de Venasque Cherry’ which offers 
a delicious taste of spring.

 Don't forget 

The Most Beautiful Vi�ages in France
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Provence is a land of culture and interchange, a melting pot of arts and 
crafts, and a crossroads of trends and ideas. 

An ever-evolving creative hub, Vaucluse inspires in everyone a 
different way of seeing. Venture through the doors of museums and 
studios, search through collective memory, and delve into history…

/39



MUSEUMS OF ART
and

fine art

With its paved courtyard opening onto the 
Rue Joseph Vernet, this beautiful private 
mansion and the collection it houses form a 
magnificent ensemble. The well-preserved 
18th-century architecture of the Hôtel de 
Villeneuve provides the ideal backdrop to 
these rich collections which span archaeology, 
decorative arts, ethnography and fine arts. 

ANGLADON MUSEUM  
 AVIGNON 

In the heart of the medieval city centre, the 
Angladon Museum houses a a selection of 
masterpieces from the collection of Jacques 
Doucet, a celebrated Parisian fashion 
designer and patron of the Arts. 

The first two floors display paintings, 
stamped furniture and art objects of the 17th 
and 18th centuries, as well as canvasses 
by Degas, Modigliani, Picasso, Cézanne – 
and the only Van Gogh on public display in 
Provence! 

In 2016, the space was reimagined and the 
scenography reinvented, casting a new light 
on the collection.

T. +33 (0)4 90 82 29 03 - https://angladon.com

 AVIGNON 

CALVET MUSEUM 

 Check out Avignon's free museums 

• Calvert Museum: Collection of Fine Art, paintings and sculptures from the 15th to the 20th 
century. 
• Lapidaire Museum: Collection of Greek, Roman, Gallo-Roman and Paleo-Christian statues 
and objects, gathered from excavations in Vaison-la-Romaine and across Europe.
• Requien Museum: Natural History Museum, dedicated to the geology and wildlife of 
Vaucluse.  - T. +33 (0)4 90 82 43 51 - www.museum-requien.org
• Palais du Roure Museum: Museum of Art and Popular Tradition and archives of ethnological, 
Provencal and archaeological documents. Frederic Mistral gave this 15th-century mansion its 
name. T. +33 (0)4 13 60 50 01
• Petit Palais Museum: Italian paintings and sculptures from the Middle Ages and the 
Renaissance.

An important collection of sculptures and 
paintings from the 15th to the 20th century  
is on display to the public: from the Avignon 
School to Nicolas and Pierre Mignard, Joseph 
Vernet, Chabaud, Gleizes, Soutine and many 
more. 

T. +33 (0)4 90 86 33 84 - www.musee-calvet.org

A moment of calm amongst marble masterpieces

Museums of Art and Fine Art 
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 More to see 
• Hôtel d’Agar in Cavaillon 
Houses collections of classical and contemporary art, alongside a collection of rare statues in the garden. Guided 
tours upon reservation.
 T. +33 (0)6 24 17 20 13 - www.hotel-dagar.com
• Sobirats Museum in Carpentras 

Decorative Arts museum. See programme for guided tours – can also be reserved for groups.  
T. +33 (0)4 90 60 84 00 - www.carpentras.fr

• François Pétrarque Museum & Library in Fontaine-de-Vaucluse.
T. +33 (0)4 90 20 37 20 - www.vaucluse.fr

 AVIGNON 

LOUIS VOULAND MUSEUM 
The ‘18th-century House’ of collector Louis 
Vouland is home to the unique decorative 
arts museum of Avignon and the surrounding 
region. Intimate salons, as extraordinary as 
they are precious, whisper a thousand and 
one stories to captivated visitors. 

Enriched over the years with works 
representative of Provençal painting, the 
permanent collection is constantly updated 
through interchanges with the temporary 
exhibitions. 

A charming museum, a hidden garden - 
enjoy an unexpected moment of calm in the 
heart of the Popes’ City.

T. +33 (0)4 90 86 03 79 - www.vouland.com

PETIT PALAIS MUSEUM   
 AVIGNON 

Numbering amongst the largest Medieval 
Art museums in Europe, the Musée du Petit 
Palais offers a unique panorama of Middle 
Ages and Renaissance painting, with more 
than 300 early Italian works. Located in a 
14th-century Cardinal Palace, it showcases 
works from the Campana Collection, 
a selection of Provençal paintings and 
sculptures originating from the area. 

Visitors can travel from the Popes’ Provence 
to Italy, taking in great works and great 
names as they go: Botticelli, Crivelli, 
Carpaccio… 

T. +33 (0)4 90 86 44 58 - www.petit-palais.org
Founded in the 18th century by Malachie 
d'Inguimbert, Bishop of Carpentras, this famous 
library and museum has been transferred from 
the Hôtel de Rochegude to the Hôtel-Dieu. 
This institution now takes centre stage within 
a magnificent building which looms over the 
entrance to the town. 

The revival is part of the development of a vast 
cultural project which is bringing new life to 
the town. L’Inguimbertine is now a multimedia 
library interspersed with artworks and 
historical documents. In the future, a museum 
space will display the entirety of its resources. 

T. +33 (0)4 90 63 04 92 
www.inguimbertine.carpentras.fr/VPCT

L’INGUIMBERTINE 
 CARPENTRAS 

Museums of Art and Fine Art 
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Contemporary
ART

Through an ongoing dialogue 
with time, the town houses of Caumont 
and Montfaucon give a voice to the art of 
today. Created in 2000 on the initiative of art 
dealer and visionary collector Yvon Lambert, 
the eponymous Collection reflects all significant 
movements in contemporary art. It brings together 
major artists such as Jean-Michel Basquiat, Anselm 
Kiefer, Christian Boltanski, Nan Goldin and many more. 

Avignon - T. +33 (0)4 90 16 56 20 - www.collectionlambert.com

An innovative museum space 
dedicated to contemporary 

sculpture, the Datris Foundation is housed 
in a 19th-century villa, with a branch of the 

River Sorgue flowing past. This shared 
venture from two art enthusiasts, Danièle 
Kapel-Marcovici and Tristan Fourtine, is the 
driving force behind a cycle of captivating 
exhibitions. There are discoveries to be 

made on every floor of the house and even 
down to the bottom of the garden!

L'Isle sur la Sorgue - T. +33 (0)4 90 95 23 70 
www.fondationvilladatris.fr

The Hôtel Donadeï de Campredon is an elegant 
18th-century residence nestled between the 

quay and the winding streets. Acquired 
by the town in 1978 and magnificently 
restored, this charming building has 
become a special place of encounters 
with modern and contemporary art. 
Throughout the year, the Art Centre hosts 
temporary exhibitions of renowned artists.

L'Isle sur la Sorgue - T. +33 (0)4 90 38 17 41  
www.campredoncentredart.com

 Lambert Co�ection  

 Campredon - Art Centre 

 La Vi�a Datris 

 More to see 

Located in Apt’s industrial estate, the Blachère 
Corporate Foundation is dedicated to the development 
of contemporary creation and the promotion of 
African artists. Every year, it stages several high-quality 
exhibitions. Their fair trade ‘boutik’ showcases African 
crafts and design.

Apt - T. +33 (0)4 32 52 06 15 - www.fondationblachere.org

 Blachère Foundation 

• The Art Path in Avignon (October) - www.parcoursdelart.com
• Explore sculptures dotted throughout Gigondas - www.gigondas-sculptures.com
• Sculpture exhibition at the Bastide Rose in Le Thor  - T. +33 (0)4 90 02 14 33 - www.bastiderose.com
• Supervues in Vaison-la-Romaine: for 3 days in December, contemporary art takes over every room of one of the town’s hotels. 
T. +33 (0)4 90 36 00 11 - www.burrhus.com
• The Singular Garden in Saint-Léger-du-Ventoux - T. +33 (0)6 15 52 51 77 - www.editions-espritdeslieux.com

& Industries
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 MUSEUM OF SANTON 

FIGURINES AND TRADITIONS OF PROVENCE   
Unique and unexpected, this museum acts as custodian 
to ancient tradition, anchored in the culture of Provence 
for centuries. Set up in 1987, it brings together more than 
2,000 ‘santon’ (a typical Provençal Christmas figurine) of all 
shapes and sizes, crafted by hundreds of ‘santonniers’. You 
can even find a nativity scene with 39 santons that can fit 
in a nutshell! There are also 60 ‘crèches’ (nativity scenes) 
including the smallest in the world! As well as typical 
nativities, various occupations are depicted alongside 
scenes from the works of Marcel Pagnol.

Fontaine-de-Vaucluse - T. +33 (0)4 90 20 20 83 
musee-du-santon.e-monsite.com

BASKETRY  
 MUSEUM 

Through a diverse collection of basket makers’ tools 
and original creations, this museum retraces the history 
of this traditional industry. It maintains a collection 
of almost 2,000 pieces of practical basketwork and 
furnishings, more than two thirds of which were 
created by inhabitants of Cadenet. These objects bear 
witness to an industry which has shaped the history of 
this village community, from the beginning of the 19th 
century to the end of the 20th century.  

Cadenet - T. +33 (0)4 90 68 06 85 - www.vaucluse.fr

JEAN GARCIN 
 MUSEUM 

The Jean Garcin History Museum: 1939-1945 tells the story 
of the daily life of French people under the Occupation and the 
Resistance in Vaucluse. It reflects on wartime intelligence and the 
involvement of several poets, writers, and artists. The originality of 
these collections lies in the wide range of objects from daily life 
on display. Discover the images and symbols of an organisation 
formed in the shadows, an insurgent France, and the light of 
Liberty…

Fontaine-de-Vaucluse - T. +33 (0)4 90 20 24 00  
www.vaucluse.fr

CARDBOARD & PRINTING
 MUSEUM 

This museum commemorates the 
production and printing methods used 
for cardboard packaging in Valréas, from 
the mid-19th century to the present day. 
Materials, boxes, advertising posters, 
lithographic labels, and business archives 
reveal the world-famous French capital of 
cardboard packaging at the beginning of 
the 20th century, and reflect, through its 
rich output, the technical, economic and 
social evolution of our society. 

Valréas - T. +33 (0)4 90 35 58 75
www.vaucluse.fr

APT 
 MUSEUM 

The Pays d’Apt and its region wouldn’t be the 
same without it! The dawning of industry, with 
its periods of prosperity and crisis, has shaped 
the history of this region and the lives of its 
inhabitants. The Museum tells the incredible 
story which has sealed the economic destiny 
of these lands. It’s a fascinating tale, in which 
ochre minerals become colour pigments, 
clay becomes earthenware and fruit crops 
become crystallised sweets.

T. +33 (0)4 90 74 95 30 
www.luberon-apt.fr

 Popular Traditions 

 Industrial heritage 

NATIONAL COMPANY OF THE RHÔNE 
 MUSEUM 

The National Company of the Rhône (CNR), the 
first French electricity generator, invites visitors to 
discover the world of renewable energy. The site 
includes a hydroelectric power station, active since 
1952, a 22m-high canal lock, a wind farm and 
two solar parks with a total of almost 18,000 solar 
panels. This tour goes to the heart of a main issue 
in today’s world. 

National Company of the Rhône Museum – André Blondel 
Hydroelectric Power Station in Bollène. 
T. +33 (0)4 90 15 99 65 
www.lescircuitsdelenergie.fr/fr/sites/bollene

Contemporary Art, Traditions History & Industries
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… who had a tumultuous love affair 

with Rodin. 

Art and passion are tightly entwined throughout the life and 
work of Camille Claudel. Her intense relationship with Rodin 
changed the course of her destiny. All her life, the sculptor 
was victim to the demands of her own genius, her fiery 
temperament and eventual insanity. Her work and virtuosic 
talent sprung from this turmoil. 

At the General Hospital of Montfavet, where she was 
confined for 30 years, a contemporary sculpture bears 
testament to her legendary passion.
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… who exalted his love for 

Laura in his 115 sonnets

A 14th-century Italian poet and 
humanist, Petrarch came across 

the site of Fontaine-de-Vaucluse 
as a child. Later, he would spend 

some of the best years of his life 
there. It was there that he expressed 

his love for Laura in verse, in his famous 
“Canzionere”. The legendary couple has gone down 

in history thanks to this literary monument. Their timeless 
love story floats to this day on the green waters of the 
Sorgue, keeping alive the memory of this great poet.

… who was one of Picasso’s muses. 

Dora Maar was a 20th-century painter and 
photographer, one of the great names whose legacy 
is intertwined with the small village of Ménerbes. 
Having spent time in Buenos Aires, Paris and 
London, this wandering artist withdrew to spend 
her days alone under the sun of Provence. 

Picasso’s muse and confidante, Dora Maar lived 
for more than 50 years in the house which the 
painter left to her following their separation. The 
pretty dwelling overlooking the Calavon River is 
now an artists’ residence.

...who was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature for his Occitan-

language works 

A key figure of Provençal literature, Frédéric Mistral was one of the 
7 poets who founded the Félibrige (a literary and cultural association 
which promotes the Provençal language) in 1854. A resident of Avignon, 
he made the Popes’ City the epicentre of this important movement 
dedicated to the linguistic, literary, and cultural renaissance of Provence. 
The Palais du Roure, so named by the poet himself, became the lively 
hub of the movement and remains to this day a centre of Provençal 
culture open to the public. 

 Frédéric Mistral 

 Dora Maar 
 Cami�e Claudel 

Ils ont fait et font le VaucluseFamous People of Vaucluse

THE PEOPLE WHO MADE
Vaucluse

 what it is 
today

 Francesco Petrarca  
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… who put Vaucluse on the world map. 

A former publicist from the UK, Peter Mayle moved to the Luberon in search of a peaceful sanctuary to 
launch his writing career. His novel, ‘A Year in Provence’, is like an invitation addressed to readers all over 
the world. A pleasure seeker, Mayle quickly fell in love with the region and depicts it with humour, tenderness 
and occassional derision. He lets the months unfold one by one, gradually revealing the way of life in this 
land of exile. The book is in turn a chronicle of pleasures, an entertaining first-person account and a foretaste 
of Provence.

… who conjured up the light of Provence with 

the tip of his paint brush.

It all began in the dazzling light of Provence, 
first in Lagnes and then in Ménerbes where he 
purchased a Château. There, he went on to paint 
almost 250 paintings! 

Nicolas de Staël fell in love with the landscapes, 
taking in golden vines, ochre cliffs, and red autumn 
foliage. Enthralled by the intensity of the sunlight, 
he scrutinized nature to extract its realism and 
brute force. This bond between painter and place 
is reflected in his works, with their explosions of 
colour, raw blues and reds, lit up by yellow or red 
skies.

… who is no ‘Stranger’ to the literary canon! 

Albert Camus, author and winner of the Nobel Prize in 
Literature, purchased a house in Provence where he 
rediscovered the sunshine of his native Algeria. He lived at 
the foot of the Luberon, in the village of Lourmarin, where he 
was later buried. The author of ‘The Stranger’ is still greatly 
admired, and many readers come to pay their respects at his 
grave, a modest and well-kept plaque amongst olive and bay 
trees. The pilgrimage continues to Camus’ house and on to 
the Café Ollier, where the writer was a regular. 

 Michel Petrucciani 

… who created the latest fragrant rose.  

With a name like Roseline, nominative determinism seemed to 
dictate that she would follow this extraordinary path. Following 
years of research alongside her father, a perfumer from Grasse, 
she became the breeder of an exceptional rose, to which she 
has devoted herself ever since: the Baptistine Centifolia is now 
an officially recognised rose variety! The quality of the water 
flowing from the Fontaine de Vaucluse enables the distillation of 
high-quality rose water. The scent of Roseline’s success wafts 
over the banks of the River Sorgue, where she creates rose 
fragrances from this unusual heritage.

… whose jazz talents took over the world. 

Michel Petrucciani leaves behind a lasting 
reputation as a truly exceptional pianist. 
Born in Orange, he began playing during his 
childhood in Vaucluse, from the age of just 7 
years old. 

Music is the story of his life; it’s what gave 
him the strength to combat his ill health. His 
remarkable talent led to a dazzling career 
which would leave its mark on the history 
of jazz. Alongside Aldo Romano and Charles 
Lloyd, he performed to great acclaim in New 
York, Paris and all over the world. 

 Albert Camus  

 Nicolas de Staël 

 Peter Mayle 

 Roseline Giorgis 

Famous People of Vaucluse
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THE CURIOSITY SHOP ON THE SORGUE
L'Isle sur la Sorgue is known as the Venice of the Comtat. Here, the 
waters of the Sorgue seem to sing as they trickle through moss-covered 
waterwheels. Every bridge tempts you to stop and make a wish; the 
heart of the town is an invitation to let time stand still, to unwind with 
a gentle stroll. 

STROLLING THROUGH THE ANTIQUES MARKET 
Art adds to the charm of this town, as L'Isle sur la Sorgue is also a 
destination of choice for antique dealers. From boutiques, exhibiting 
some truly impressive works of art, to market traders which line 
the quay, to treasures displayed on sheets and trestle tables – it’s a 
sight to behold. A glossy wooden horse stands alongside an imposing 
carved dresser; intricately perforated glasses in bright colours and 

monogrammed household linens patiently wait to be spotted… Every 
shop and stall is a journey through the ages. 

From vintage chic to the truly bizarre – there’s something to suit 
everyone’s taste!

LET ART LEAD THE WAY… 
It doesn’t end there. Wherever you go, art follows: from the contemporary 
works at the Villa Datris, to the Campredon Centre of Art; from the noble 
fibres at the Filaventure Brun de Vian-Tiran, to eclectic galleries… 
There’s even an immense sculpture depicting an ear, submerged in 
the riverbed. Whether a well-informed amateur or simply curious, let 
yourself be at times fascinated, at times entertained by the multitude of 
objects and creations. 

A feast for the eyes, a special experience to share…
At L'Isle sur la Sorgue, find joy in art!

I WENT BARGAIN-HUNTING  
in the Antiques Capital

L'Isle sur la Sorgue

 Explore the 
 flea markets  

• Art & You antique fair in L’Isle sur la Sorgue 
– Easter weekend and 15th August
• L’Isle sur la Sorgue second-hand goods 
fair – Pentecost and All Saints’ weekends
• La Tour d'Aigues flea market – August 
• Weekly flea market at L'Isle sur la Sorgue, 
Sunday mornings 

• Place Pie in Avignon on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays 
• Weekly flea market in Carpentras, Sunday 
mornings 
• Weekly flea market in Villeneuve-lez-
Avignon, Saturday mornings

Welcome to a bargain-hunter�s paradise 

Museés d'Arts et Beaux ArtsL'Isle sur Sorgue, the Capital of Antiques
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Recognized as a ‘Town of Creative 
Professions’ (‘Ville et Métiers d’Art’) since 

1998, Pernes les Fontaines stands out thanks to 
its dynamic town centre, where creative professions 

take centre stage: ironworkers, decorators, restorers of 
artwork, bookbinders… Don’t miss the chance to meet these 
craftspeople at the annual ‘Rencontres des Métiers d’Art’ event 
in the final week of October. 

www.rencontresmetiersdart.com

GO TO THE HEART 
of

Arts & Crafts 

 BRIN 

D’ARGILE

Catherine Vandevyvere certainly 
isn’t lacking in imagination or 
creativity! Her creations break with 
convention – she creates ‘santons’ 
(traditional Provençal figurines) 
which are funny, modern, with a 
certain naivety, and undeniably 
endearing with their little round 
faces. In Catherine’s world of 
humour and poetry, the Three Kings 
play a game of boules. Modelled 
and painted entirely by hand, every 
figurine is a unique piece. 

Pernes-les-Fontaines
T. +33 (0)6 28 03 24 62
www.brindargile.fr

 MARQUETRY 

OF CORENTIN TAVERNIER 
A marquetry specialist and passionate expert, Corentin 
Tavernier skilfully assembles the array of wood varieties 
needed for his creations. Mahogany, violet wood, thuya 
burl, flecked maple – a multitude of tones are overlaid 
and juxtaposed with each other, resulting in a unique and 
harmonious ensemble. The workshop is a treasure trove 
of inspiration, brimming with pictures, jewellery, furniture, 
décor and much more.

Pernes-les-Fontaines
T. +33 (0)6 30 52 62 31 - www.marqueterie-tavernier.com

Tread the wire of your heart’s desire – venture into the world of Franck Dorat. This 
artist-creator-inventor is the maker of intriguing wire sculptures. Franck suggests 
volume, plays with lines, models shade and makes something from nothing. This 
visit will transport you into a world of subtlety, halfway between art and sculpture. 

Pernes-les-Fontaines - T. +33 (0)6 22 66 32 88 - www.aufildefer.com

DOWN TO THE 
 WIRE  A town with talent 

Craft ski�s
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 LA FILAVENTURE 

BRUN DE VIAN-TIRAN 
The textile industry has shaped the history of L'Isle sur 
la Sorgue. Today, the town still retains living proof of this 
traditional industry – the Brun de Vian-Tiran Factory. For 
210 years, it has woven blankets, rugs, woollen sheets, 
scarves and shawls. Its exceptional materials, all ‘Made 
in France’, are made from the finest fibres in the world. 
Venture beyond the doors of the Factory Museum and 
explore the vast universe of ‘Filaventure’ – a clever play 
on the French words for ‘spinning’ and ‘adventure’!

L'Isle sur la Sorgue - T. +33 (0)4 28 70 28 00 
www.brundeviantiran.com

 CARDBOARD 

VARIATIONS 

 MATHIEU 

LUSTRERIE
‘Craftsman of light’ Régis Mathieu is an extraordinary 
artist who has become the indisputable master in his field 
of restoring historical chandeliers and creating new ones. An 
artisan creator of lights, entrepreneur and expert as well as a 
collector, he created his Museum of Chandeliers in 2010. This truly 
bright idea brings together 5 centuries of decorative arts in the distinctive 
setting of a former ochre factory – a dazzling visit. 

Gargas - T. +33 (0)4 90 74 92 40  -  www.mathieulustrerie.com

Craftswoman and creator Cécile Chappuis works with cardboard to produce 
works in many forms. She crafts her unique pieces by hand, such as 
mirrors, frames, and installations for architects, decorators, antique dealers 
and consumers. Whether raw or painted, smooth or undulated, cardboard 
can undergo limitless transformations and the artist moulds her material to 
fulfil whatever the customer desires. 

L'Isle sur la Sorgue - T. +33 (0)6 21 61 81 56 – www.carton-noir.com

GO TO THE HEART 
of

Arts & Crafts 

Craft ski�s
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 BOXWOOD 

CURTAINS
Amélie Ricard carries the torch for her family business, continuing to craft the 
artisan product created by her great-grandfather. The perles de buis, or boxwood 
beads to make beaded curtains, are the family trade. And Amélie Ricard practises 
her craft with panache. Whilst relying on traditional techniques, she brings a little 
something else which makes all the difference – a touch of modernity. Thanks 
to this subtle interweaving of the traditional and the modern, the charm of these 
pretty wooden beads still endures today.

Montfavet  - T. +33 (0)4 90 23 58 37 - www.rideauxbuis.fr

 TABLE 

DESIGN 

Tableware or jewellery? It’s a fine line in 
Jacqueline Ducerf’s workshop, where hidden 
treasures and unique, elegant and delicate 
pieces wait to be discovered. Here, precious 
metals interact with the transparency of glass 
and the fragility of porcelain. This radiant 
artwork promises to bring a touch of magic to 
your table, with hand-drawn designs in liquid 
gold, silver or platinum.

Atelier Jacqueline Ducerf à Cairanne
T. +33 (0)6 87 03 02 32 
www.jacqueline-ducerf.com

FINE EARTHENWARE 
 OF APT 

The mixed-earth technique which forms this distinctive marbled pattern 
is a speciality of the Apt region dating back to the 18th century. From 
her workshop housed in a former factory in the ochre district, Christine 
Jouval takes her place in the line of great traditional potters. The atelier 
and boutique occupy a single space, allowing you to enter the heart of 
the process of manufacturing, transformation and creation.

Atelier Christine Jouval - T. +33 (0)4 90 74 30 90
www.apt-faience-luberon.fr

 WOOD 

CRAFTSMEN 
A sculptor and wood-turner, Matthias de Malet is a true master who also 
operates the forge. This artisan-magician works with the green wood of the 
Mediterranean basin, particularly garrigue vegetation including juniper burr, 
turpentine tree, strawberry tree and hackberry. His products are surprisingly 
diverse, striking a balance between craftsmanship and creativity, aesthetics 
and utility.

Lourmarin - T. +33 (0)4 90 68 31 55 - http://demalet.fr

Craft ski�s
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THE TASTES 
OF

Vaucluse
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Vaucluse offers a taste of Provence. The sweet scent of relaxation 
wafts through the air…

Wherever you roam, there are endless discoveries to be made, some 
to pique your curiosity, others to whet your appetite. From gentle 
strolls to wine-tastings, from local produce to intimate bistros, from 
bike rides to a table laden with dishes - travel to the heart of Vaucluse 
to start your very own gourmet adventure.
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THE VENTOUX  
 MUSCAT GRAPE 

Gourmet 

bites

 CHERRIES 

FROM THE HILLS OF THE VENTOUX 
Now that's love Cherries take pride of place in Vaucluse. 

With almost 2,500 hectares of land 
planted with cherries, the Department 
is the number one producer in France. 
And the cherry on top – the ‘Cerise des 
Coteaux du Ventoux’ is a registered IGP 
(Protected Geographical Indication), 
awarded to these fruits in 2019 for 
their unrivalled flavour. Whether garnet-
coloured, crimson or black, market stalls 
are flooded with cherries throughout 
the month of May, opening the door to a 
wealth of gourmet pleasures.

The reputation of Rhône Valley vineyards is certainly well-established – but let’s not 
forget the table grape, of which Vaucluse is France’s largest producer. The Ventoux 
muscat is a prestigious variety of black grape with an exceptional flavour, and was the 
first to receive an AOP classification in 1997. Production of this grape is concentrated 
on the slopes of Mont Ventoux and in the Monts de Vaucluse.

 CAROMB 

BLACK FIG
In Provence, the fig tree always feels at 
home, whether in orchards or out in the 
wild. It has been cultivated at the foot 
of Mont Ventoux since the 19th century. 
Here, the black fig of Caromb has built 
up an excellent reputation, thanks to its 
sugary flavour and purple-blue shade. 
Fresh or roasted, in a tart or a crumble 
– it’s not to be missed! Fortunately, there 
are two harvests per year – double the 
enjoyment!  

Gourmet Bites
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 CARPENTRAS 

STRAWBERRIES

 CAVAILLON 

MELON

Yum!

Thanks to irrigation supplied by the canal 
and the bright Provençal sun, the plains 
of Carpentras are a fertile garden where 
cultivated strawberries have developed 
their exceptional flavour. The ‘Carpentras 
Strawberry’ has become an undeniable 
favourite. Here, it is cultivated, tasted, cooked 
and celebrated. The ‘Guild of the Carpentras 
Strawberry’ has sought to protect and 
promote it for over 20 years.

For melon connoisseurs, a visit to Cavaillon 
and the surrounding region is not to be 
missed. With growers, markets, festivals and 
parades, there’s never a dull moment! And 
when melon is in season, the tasting options 
are endless: fresh melon, soup, sorbet, or 
melon en cocotte au homard, melon balls 
served with lobster, best sampled in the 
quirky surroundings of the Maison Prévôt. 
Confectionary is another must – be sure to 
sample a slice of sugar-coated happiness!

Gourmet Bites
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In scrublands, gardens or tasty dishes, they 
create that distinctive Provençal flavour. 
Thyme, rosemary, bay leaves, basil, garlic – 
these are the typical scents which drift below 
the Provençal sun. These plants, which might 
be found in a herb or vegetable garden, have 
many useful properties. The joy of picking 
is sure to awaken your taste buds as you 
collect sprigs and bunches from plant pots, 
their aromatic scent heavy in the air. One 
thing’s for sure – life would be bland without 
them, "comme un vendredi sans Aïoli" As 
people here say , like a Friday lunch without 
cod and aïoli  mayonnaise!

AROMATIC HERBS
 AND GARLIC 

Don’t be put off by its name 
or appearance – under its 

shrivelled exterior, the 
black truffle or tuber 
melanosporum gives off 
a subtle aroma which 
is highly sought-after 
by foodies. This rare 
mushroom, a midwinter 
gem, is what really 

makes festive menus 
sparkle. This is why some 

call Vaucluse the Land of the 
Black Diamond! The region 

produces 70% of all truffles 
sold in France, and this popularity 

is reflected in the buzzing crowds who 
flock to markets at Richerenches, in the heart 

of the Papal Enclave, or in Carpentras between 
November and March.

 OLIVES 
Olive trees, some of them over a thousand years 
old, infuse the landscapes of Provence with a touch 
of eternity. Nowadays, the harvesting of fruits and 
production of oil is still an important industry, just as 
it was in centuries past. France’s primary olive variety, 
the aglandau, is cultivated in Vaucluse. Olives and olive 
oil are a vital component of cuisine, bringing that subtle 
note of sunshine and warmth to make a dish sing.

BLACK TRUFFLE

• Ventoux Truffle Museum – Monieux
T. +33 (0)4 90 64 14 14 - www.ventouxprovence.fr
• Luberon House of Truffle & Wine - Ménerbes 
T.  +(0)4 90 72 38 37 - www.vin-truffe-luberon.com
• Truffle & Wine Museum – Richerenches
T. +33 (0)4 90 28 05 34 – www.richerenches.fr
• Truffle Institute & the Plantin boutique 
Puyméras - T. +33 (0)4 90 46 41 44
www.truffe-plantin.com

 HAUTE PROVENCE 

EINKORN SPELT
Once upon a time, there was a little grain of einkorn wheat… It’s an 
age-old tale which dates back thousands of years! Having faded into 
obscurity for centuries, this low-gluten grain which can grow without 
pesticides has regained recognition. Nowadays, it grows best in fields 
around the Mont Ventoux.

OLIVE OIL MILLS :
• La Balméenne - Beaumes-de-Venise
T. +33 (0)4 90 62 93 77 – www.labalmeenne.fr
• Bastide du Laval - Cadenet
T. +33 (0)4 90 08 95 80 – www.bastidedulaval.com
• Moulin du Clos des Jeannons - Gordes
T. +33 (0)4 90 72 68 35 – www.moulinjeannons.com
• Le Vieux Moulin Farnoux - Puyméras
T. +33 (0)4 90 12 02 57 - www.levieuxmoulinfarnoux.fr
MUSEUMS :
• Olive Oil Museum at Domaine de la Royère Oppède
T. +33 (0)4 90 76 87 76 www.museehuiledolive.com
• Bouillons Museum (former mill classed as a Historical Monument) 
Gordes - T. +33 (0)4 90 72 22 11 / 04 32 50 28 35 
www.1sitemagique.com/le-moulin-des-bouillons

Gourmet 
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Vaucluse is famous for its orchards, and through 
time it has formed a new tradition – its colourful 
array of sweets! From world-famous candied 
fruit to ‘Berlingot’ - strange multi-coloured 
pyramids - confectioners play with the secret 
of natural aromas and preserve ancient recipes 
made using fruit and sugar. There’s something to 
satisfy anyone’s sweet tooth!

 HONEY 

AND ALMOND NOUGAT 
A partnership made in sugary heaven 
between two iconic Provence products, 
lavender honey and famous Comtat 
almonds. This traditional specialty is 
known as black nougat, and it’s an 
essential and irreplaceable part of the 
13 desserts of a Provençal Christmas 
feast. These delicious gourmet bites 
bring a pretty shade of copper-brown and 
caramel to any festive table.

The Route of Arts and Delicacies of Provence offers you the chance to come 
and meet the talented men and women, possessing a great deal of expertise, 
who have laid the foundations of our culture. These artisans, including ice-
cream makers, chocolatiers, metalworkers, and clockmakers, are ready to 
invite you behind the scenes into their workshops and boutiques to share 
their passion with you. And best of all, it’s 100% ‘Made in Vaucluse’!

www.artsetgourmandises.fr

• Silvain workshop and boutique  
Farmers and nougat makers 
Saint-Didier
T. +33 (0)4 90 66 09 57
www.nougats-silvain.fr
• André Boyer Nougat Confectionery 
Sault
T. +33 (0)4 90 64 00 23
www.nougat-boyer.fr

• Mont Ventoux Confectionery - Carpentras 
T. +33 (0)4 90 63 05 25 - www.berlingots.net
• Serge Clavel Confectionery – Carpentras
T. +33 (0)4 90 29 70 39 - https://clavel-confiserie.com
• The House of Candied Fruit – Apt
T. +33 (0)4 90 76 31 43
www.lesfleurons-apt.com
• Saint-Denis Confectionary - Beaumettes
T. +33 (0)4 90 72 37 92
www.confiserie-saintdenis.fr

It�s not being greedy, it�s cultural 
exploration! 

BERLINGOTS
 CARPENTRAS 

& CANDIED FRUIT 
 APT 
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SIP OUR VINTAGES 
& explore our

Vineyards 
Vitality, conviviality, quality. Wine has been produced in Vaucluse for over 2,000 years – it runs in our blood. This renowned wine-producing 
region owes its meteoric rise in part to the Avignon Popes. Luckily for us, they weren’t always focused on celestial matters! The distinctive 
character of these wines is down to the particular geographic features of this region of the Rhône River, the principal axis which runs through 
the territory. In these sun-drenched lands, buffeted by the Mistral wind, 3 AOCs thrive side-by-side: Côtes du Rhône, of which Avignon is the 
proud capital; Ventoux; and Luberon. In addition, there are 8 prestigious crus: Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Gigondas, Vacqueyras, Beaumes-de-
Venise, Rasteau, Cairanne, and 2 naturally sweet wines, Beaumes-de-Venise and Rasteau. Here, wine is a way of life. Imbued with tradition 
and enriched by expertise, it’s a human story, to be retold and passed on through the ages. 

  BLEND   COLOUR 
 GRAPE 

VARIETIES
In the southern Rhône valley, the cultivation of 
numerous vine varieties is fostered by soil diversity, 
such as limestone, clay, or stony, as well as exposure 
to the mediterranean  sun and the strong Mistral wind. 
These grape varieties have shaped the countryside 
and forged the distinctive identity of the terroir (this 
typical French concept is a combination of soil type, 
local climate, elevation and topography). These are 
the factors which guarantee sincere and authentic 
wines. Here, the Grenache grape reigns supreme, 
flourishing under the warmth of the Mediterranean 
sun. Often combined with Syrah and Mourvèdre 
grapes, it contributes a great deal to the success of 
the region’s vigorous and full-bodied red wines. Many 
other varieties play their part in the subtle blends 
which make up these three appellations. 

In the bright sunlight that shines on this 
little corner of Provence, red wines take 
centre stage. Against a backdrop of the 
Ventoux, the Dentelles de Montmirail or 
the Luberon, they take on a starring role. 
The rich palette of subtle shades is what 
really makes these prestigious crus sing. 
Purple-violet, ruby red, garnet-coloured 
– discovering these many nuances is a 
rich sensory experience which allows us 
to see, smell and evoke all the pleasures 
of taste. Added to this explosion of 
sensations is the experience of discreet 
white wines, the golden robe of naturally 
sweet wines, or the clear and elegant 
rosé wines of the Luberon and the 
Ventoux. 

A palette of 23 different grape varieties 
breathes life into these unique wines. 
As such, the identity of the terroir 
contributes to the distinctive character 
of its well-structured and warm wines, 
made up of complex blends. The grape 
varieties of the Rhône are selected 
according to their specific features, in 
order to create the very best wine. Good 
wine is not a lucky trick of nature, but 
a combination of natural and human 
factors. For the composition of its 
red wines, the Châteauneuf-du-Pape 
appellation makes use of up to 18 grape 
varieties! The reputation of this vineyard 
is built on the complexity of their blends. 
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IN THE VINEYARD 
• Domaine Bastide Jourdan - Bollène
T. +33 (0)4 90 40 15 68
www.domainebastidejourdan.com
• Domaine de Marotte - Carpentras
T. +33 (0)4 90 63 43 27
www.marottevins.com
• Aureto - Gargas
T. +33 (0)4 90 74 54 67 - www.aureto.fr
• Château La Dorgonne - La Tour 
d'Aigues - T. +33 (0)4 90 07 50 18
www.chateauladorgonne.com
• Château Pesquié - Mormoiron
T. +33 (0)4 90 61 94 08
www.chateaupesquie.com
• Château La Verrerie - Puget-sur-
Durance - T. +33 (0)4 90 08 97 97 
www.chateau-la-verrerie.com
• La Ferme Saint-Martin - Suzette
T. +33 (0)4 90 62 96 40
www.fermesaintmartin.com
• Le Clos de Caveau - Vacqueyras
T. +33 (0)4 90 65 85 33 - www.closdecaveau.com

• Domaine du Gros Pata - Vaison-la-
Romaine
T. +33 (0)4 90 36 23 75 - www.grospata.fr
• Domaine des Favards - Violès
T. +33 (0)4 90 70 94 64 / 06 72 92 38 86 
www.domainedesfavards.com

AROUND THE VILLAGE 
• Châteauneuf-du-Pape 
T. +33 (0)4 90 83 71 08 
www.chateauneuf-du-pape-tourisme.fr
• Cucuron
T.  +33 (0)4 90 77 28 37
www.cucuron-luberon.com
• Oppède
T. +33 (0)4 90 71 32 01 
www.luberoncoeurdeprovence.com
• Rasteau
T. +33 (0)4 90 46 18 73 - www.rasteau.fr
• Vacqueyras
T. +33 (0)4 90 62 87 30
www.aocvacqueyras.com

 BY ELECTRIC 
BIKE 

• Vignerons du Mont Ventoux - Bédoin
T. +33 (0)4 90 65 95 72 - www.Bédoin.com
• Cave TerraVentoux 
Villes-sur-Auzon
T. +33 (0)4 90 61 79 47- www.terraventoux.fr

ON HORSEBACK 
• Rhonéa - Beaumes-de-Venise
T. +33 (0)4 90 12 41 15 - www.rhonea.fr
• Château La Croix des Pins - Mazan
T. +33 (0)4 90 66 37 48 
www.chateaulacroixdespins.fr

 A stro� through the vineyards 

To the gentle rhythm of your footsteps, tread the ground, stroll along paths lined with vines, 
make your way across fields of green – it’s the best way to take in the full diversity of the 
terroir. This gentle introduction to the world of wine, from vineyard to cellar, invites you to 
stroll through villages famed for their wines. There will be plenty of opportunity for little 
breaks, from marvelling at a wonderful view, to unexpectedly coming across a garden 
dedicated to ampelography (the study of grapevines), or perhaps laying down a picnic 
blanket amongst the grapevines. 

-  BY BUGGY 
• Vignerons du Mont Ventoux - Bédoin
T. +33 (0)4 90 65 95 72 - www.Bédoin.com

 BY 4X4 
• Rhonéa - Beaumes-de-Venise
T. +33 (0)4 90 12 41 15 - www.rhonea.fr

 BY VOLKSWAGEN 
CAMPERVAN 
• Domaine de la Tourade - Gigondas
T. +33 (0)4 90 70 91 09 - www.tourade-gigondas.fr

 Vineyard paths  
Vineyards are criss-crossed with straight paths, uniformly lined with grapevines. 
Whether it’s a lively ramble or an educational trail, these sign-posted footpaths facilitate 
and enrich walkers’ experiences, casting new light on their surroundings. Thanks to 
informative boards, the secrets of winemaking are unveiled – from grape varieties to 
landscapes, terroir to expertise. Who knows – perhaps there will be an opportunity to 
sip some good wine along the way… 
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 Stay in a vineyard 

Discover the colourful atmosphere of a vineyard, retreat into the tranquil heart of an 
estate, meet fellow wine enthusiasts at a popular halt, or stop off for a rest in rural 
surroundings. Throughout Vaucluse, hotels, villas, holiday cottages and guesthouses 
strike the balance between authenticity and elegance. You’re guaranteed to find all the 
comforts of home, plus new pleasures in a change of scene. These pretty stopovers 
present the opportunity to make lasting connections. 

• Domaine Font Alba - Apt 
Guesthouse & Holiday cottage
T. +33 (0)4 90 06 12 83 / T. +33 (0)6 10 13 64 42 
www.chateaufontalba.com
• Domaine de Bellevue - Beaumes-de-
Venise - Guesthouse & Holiday cottage
T. +33 (0)4 90 65 01 92 
www.domainedebellevue.fr
• Mas l’Evajade - Beaumes-de-Venise
Guesthouse & Holiday cottage
T. +33 (0)4 90 62 95 84 - www.evajade.fr
• Mas du Tilleul - Beaumes-de-Venise
Guesthouse - T. +33 (0)4 90 28 85 62 
T. +33 (0)6 6 18 05 81 76 - masdutilleul.com
• Château du Mourre du Tendre 
Châteauneuf-du-Pape - Guesthouse
T. +33 (0)4 90 70 24 96 
www.chateaudumourredutendre.com
• L’Auberge du Vin - Mazan
Guesthouse & Holiday cottage
T. +33 (0)4 90 61 62 84
www.aubergeduvin.com
• Domaine Plein Pagnier - Mazan
Guesthouse
T. +33 (0)6 76 12 99 32
www.plein-pagnier.com
• Domaine La Camarette - Pernes-
les-Fontaines - Guesthouse & Holiday 
cottage
T. +33 (0)4 90 61 60 78 
www.domaine-camarette.com

• Château Grand Callamand - Pertuis
Guesthouse
T. +33 (0)4 90 09 61 00 
www.chateaugrandcallamand.com
• Domaine des Peyre - Robion
Guesthouse
T. +33 (0)6 08 92 87 71
www.domainedespeyre.com
• Château Juvenal - Saint-Hippolyte-
le-Graveyron - Guesthouse
T. +33 (0)4 90 28 12 57
www.chateaujuvenal.com
• Domaine de Cabasse - Séguret
3* Hotel & Restaurant
T. +33 (0)4 90 46 91 12 - www.cabasse.fr
• Domaine de Mourchon - Séguret
Guesthouse
T. +33 (0)4 90 46 70 30
www.domainedemourchon.com
• Domaine Rouge Bleu - Ste-Cécile-
les-Vignes - Guesthouse
T. +33 (0)7 61 00 47 92
www.rouge-bleu.com
• Domaine des Favards - Violès
Campsite & Holiday cottage
T. +33 (0)4 90 70 94 64 
www.domainedesfavards.com
• Domaine de L’Odylée - Violès
Guesthouse
T. +33 (0)4 90 30 01 03
https://lodylee.com

 Wine-Tasting Workshops 

             
      

   ©
T.O

Brie

n

• Ecole des Vins - Avignon
T. +33 (0)4 90 27 24 89 – www.ecoledesvins-avignon.fr
• Domaine Julien de l’Embisque Bollène - 
T. +33 (0)4 90 30 56 34 / 06 77 50 68 56 
www.julien-de-lembisque.fr
• Domaine Vintur - Carpentras
T. +33 (0)4 90 28 82 72 - www.vintur.fr
• Famille Quiot - Châteauneuf-du-Pape
T. +33 (0)4 90 83 73 55 - www.famillequiot.com
• Pavillon Bouachon - Châteauneuf-du-Pape
T. +33 (0)4 90 83 58 34 - www.pavillondesvins.com
• Ogier - Châteauneuf-du-Pape
T. +33 (0)4 90 39 32 41 - www.ogier.fr

• La Cavale - Cucuron
T.  04 90 08 31 92 - www.domaine-lacavale.com
• Gigondas la Cave - Gigondas
T. +33 (0)4 90 65 83 78 / 04 90 65 89 76 
www.cave-gigondas.fr
• Domaine de Longue Toque - Gigondas
T. +33 (0)4 90 12 30 21 - https://gabriel-meffre.fr
• Domaine Tourbillon - Lagnes
T. +33 (0)4 90 38 01 62 - www.domaine-tourbillon.com
• Château Clapier - Mirabeau
T. +33 (0)4 90 77 01 03 - www.chateau-de-clapier.com
• Château Saint-Pons - Villars
T. +33 (0)4 90 75 55 84 - www.saintpons.com
• Château La Verrerie - Puget-sur-Durance 
T. +33 (0)4 90 08 97 97 - www.chateau-la-verrerie.com

Vneyards58/



 Dine  with a winemaker 

 Blending workshops 
Set yourself a challenge, try your hand at the magic of blending! 
Become master of the wine cellar for a few hours, and create 

your own wine! Listen, observe, taste, test, choose, and 
before you know it, you’ll be on to blending – a science 

which is deeply rooted in this region with its many 
grape varieties. Soon, a unique and personalised 
wine is brought to life. This little bottle of happiness 
will be a hit with amateur wine experts, who can 
keep it as a souvenir. 

A vineyard, a few batches of wine, a winemaker passionate about his craft, some 
local produce; throw in the shade of a fig tree, a sunny patio, some lively conversation 
and a generous dose of warmth – and there you have it! This secret recipe is perfect 
for pleasure seekers who are drawn to the rich tastes of Provence and its excellent 
wines. Homemade meals, wine tasting, beginners’ workshops, aperitifs, restaurants 
and bistros are all brimming with fresh concepts and gourmet menus to enjoy. 

• Ecole des Vins Mouriesse - Châteauneuf-du-Pape
T. +33 (0)4 90 83 56 15 - www.oenologie-mouriesse.com

• Château Maucoil - Orange 
T. +33 (0)4 90 34 14 86 - www.maucoil.com

• Domaine de L’Odylée  - Violès
T. +33 (0)4 90 30 01 03  - www.lodylee.com

• Cave de Sylla - Apt
T. +33 (0)4 90 04 60 37 - www.sylla.fr
• Domaine de Marotte à Carpentras
Picnics
T. +33 (0)4 90 63 43 27
www.marottevins.com
• Le Pavillon Bouachon
Châteauneuf-du-Pape
T. +33 (0)4 90 83 58 34
www.pavillondesvins.com
• Chêne Bleu - Crestet
Picnics
T. +33 (0)4 90 10 06 30
www.chenebleu.com
• Aureto - Gargas
T. +33 (0)4 90 74 71 71 – www.coquillade.fr
• Hôtel les Florêts - Gigondas
3* Hotel & Restaurant
T. +33 (0)4 90 65 85 01
www.hotel-lesflorets.com
• Marrenon - La Tour d'Aigues
Picnics
T. +33 (0)4 90 07 27 47
www.marrenon.com
• Restaurant A Ventoux - Mazan
T. +33 (0)4 90 66 27 64 
www.chateaulacroixdespins.fr/a-ventoux

• Château Pesquié - Mormoiron
T. +33 (0)4 90 61 94 08
www.chateaupesquie.com
• La Table Alain Jaume / Domaine du 
Grand Veneur - Orange
T. +33 (0)4 90 34 68 70 
www.vignobles-alain-jaume.com
• Auberge de La Camarette 
Pernes-les-Fontaines
T. +33 (0)4 90 61 60 78 
www.domaine-camarette.com
• Château La Verrerie 
Puget-sur-Durance 
T. +33 (0)4 90 08 97 97 
www.chateau-la-verrerie.com
• Domaine de Cabasse - Séguret
T. +33 (0)4 90 46 91 12 - www.cabasse.fr
• Château Saint-Pons - Villars
Picnics
T. +33 (0)4 90 75 55 84
www.saintpons.com

• Museum of the Wine Industry Château Turcan 
in Ansouis
T. +33 (0)4 90 09 83 33 - www.chateau-turcan.com
• Sensory Path – Cairanne Wine Cellar
T. +33 (0)4 90 30 82 05 – www.cave-cairanne.fr
• Wine Museum – Maison Brotte Châteauneuf-
du-Pape
T. +33 (0)4 90 83 59 44 - www.brotte.com/le-musee
• Corkscrew Museum – Domaine de la Citadelle 
Ménerbes
T. +33 (0)4 90 72 41 58 - https://museedutirebouchon.com
• Château Beauchêne - Piolenc
T. +33 (0)4 90 51 75 87 - www.chateaubeauchene.com
• Winemaker Museum - Rasteau
T. +33 (0)4 90 83 71 79 - www.beaurenard.fr

 And more...  
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Gourmet 
Calendar 

Departmental Cake & 
‘Galette des Rois’ Competition - Apt
T. +33 (0)4 90 74 03 18 – www.luberon-apt.fr
Truffle Festival  (In January or February) - Avignon
www.avignon-leshalles.com
Truffle Mass  - Richerenches
T. +33 (0)4 90 28 05 34 - www.richerenches.fr

Vine & Wine Festival - Avignon and the 
winemaking villages, until June
T. +33 (0)4 90 84 01 67 
www.lafetedelavigneetduvin.com
Les Allées Italiennes (market and Italy-themed 
activities) - L’Isle sur la Sorgue
T. +33 (0)4 90 38 04 78 - www.oti-delasorgue.fr
Escapade des Gourmets (trail through the 
vineyards and wine tastings)- Rasteau
www.terres-de-lumiere.com
Strawberry Festival - Velleron
T. +33 (0)4 90 20 00 71
www.velleron.fr/la-fete-de-la-fraise

Candied Fruit Festival - Apt - T. +33 (0)4 90 74 37 17 
www.luberon-apt.fr
Official Start of Harvesting (Bacchic Event) - Avignon  
T. +33 (0)4 90 16 00 32 - www.compagnonscotesdurhone.fr
Véraison Festival (Medieval Wine Festival) - Châteauneuf-du-Pape 
T. +33 (0)4 90 83 71 08 - www.chateauneuf-du-pape-tourisme.fr
Wine and Olive Oil Festival - Gordes
T. +33 (0)4 90 71 32 01 – www.luberoncoeurdeprovence.com
Young Winegrowers of the Luberon Festival - La-Tour-
d’Aigues - T. +33 (0)6 35 31 74 23 - www.luberoncotesud.com
Floating Market - L’Isle sur la Sorgue
T. +33 (0)4 90 38 04 78 – www.oti-delasorgue.fr
Wine Night - Rasteau - T. +33 (0)4 90 10 90 10 - www.vins-rasteau.com

JANUARY

FEBRUARY MARCH

APRIL
Truffolio (Truffle Festival) - Pernes-les-Fontaines
T. +33 (0)4 90 34 16 22 - www.truffolio.org

Wine and Gastronomy Show - Pertuis
T. +33 (0)4 90 79 56 37/ 04 90 79 52 29 
www.ville-pertuis.fr

Strawberry Festival - Carpentras
T. +33 (0)4 90 63 00 78 – www.ventouxprovence.fr
Spring at Châteauneuf-du-Pape  (Wine Show) 
T. +33 (0)4 90 83 71 08
www.lesprintempsdechateauneufdupape.fr 
Asparagus Fair - Mormoiron 
T. +33 (0)4 90 61 80 17 - www.ventouxprovence.fr  
Strawberry Festival - Pernes-les-Fontaines
T. +33 (0)4 90 61 31 04 – www.tourisme-pernes.fr
Saint Mark’s Day (Vine & Wine Festival) 
Villeneuve lez Avignon - www.fetedesaintmarc.com
From Farm to Farm (National Festival) - throughout the 
Department  www.defermeenferme.com/departement-84-vaucluse

MAY

JUNE
Côtes-du-Rhône Summer Festival
(Wine Tasting) - Avignon
T. +33 (0)4 90 16 00 32 
https://compagnonscotesdurhone.fr/les-
estivales-du-rhone
Terroirs en fête (food festival-local 
producers) - Châteauneuf-de-Gadagne 
www.vaucluse.fr
Cherry Fair - Malemort-du-Comtat 
T. +33 (0)4 90 40 49 82
Cherry Festival - Venasque 
T. +33 (0)4 90 66 11 66 - www.ventouxprovence.fr

Apricot Market  - Le Barroux - T. +33 (0)4 90 63 00 78 - www.ventouxprovence.fr
Beer & Wine Festival - Bédoin - T. +33 (0)4 90 65 60 08
Melon Festival - Caderousse - T. +33 (0)4 90 51 90 69 - www.chateauneuf-du-pape-tourisme.fr
Fig Festival - Caromb - T. +33 (0)4 90 62 36 21 – www.ventouxprovence.fr
Celebrating Melon - Cavaillon - T. +33 (0)4 90 71 24 18 - www.luberoncoeurdeprovence.com
Gigondas sur Table (Wine & Gastronomy Festival) - Gigondas
T. +33 (0)4 90 37 79 60 - www.gigondas-vin.com/contact
Sensory Workshop - Gigondas - T. +33 (0)4 90 37 79 60 - www.gigondas-vin.com/contact
Wine and Dine at the Fruitière Numérique - Lourmarin 
T. +33 (0)4 90 07 34 40 – www.vins-luberon.fr
Melon Festival - Pernes-les-Fontaines - T. +33 (0)4 90 61 31 04 - www.tourisme-pernes.fr
Vine Festival  - Vacqueyras - T. +33 (0)4 90 65 86 72 - www.fetedesvins-vacqueyras.fr

JULY

AUGUST
Chefs’ Picnic - Avignon
www.facebook.com/avignontumeregales
Harvest Picnic - Châteauneuf-du-Pape
T. +33 (0)4 90 83 71 08 - www.chateauneuf-du-pape-tourisme.fr
Honey & Flavours Market - Pernes-les-Fontaines
T. +33 (0)4 90 61 31 04 – www.tourisme-pernes.fr
Flavors of Puyméras - Puyméras - T. +33 (0)4 90 36 02 11 
www.vaison-ventoux-tourisme.com
Farmers of the Ventoux Festival - Savoillans
T. +33 (0)6 64 64 40 43 – https://toulourenc-horizons.org
Muscat Grape from the Terraces of the Ventoux Festival 
Villes sur-Auzon - T. +33 (0)4 90 40 49 82 - www.ventouxprovence.fr
Ventoux Flavours Festival (from September to October) in towns and villages 
around the Mont Ventoux - T. +33 (0)4 90 63 22 74 - www.ventoux-saveurs.fr

SEPTEMBER
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Millevin (Côtes-du-Rhône Festival) - Avignon
T. +33 (0)4 90 27 24 00 - www.vins-rhone.com
‘Welcome to the Farm’ Gastronomic Weekend' - 
Avignon - T. +33 (0)4 90 23 65 65
www.chambre-agriculture84.fr
Wine Show - Bollène - www.vignes84.fr
food-loving Show - Bonnieux
T. +33 (0)4 90 75 81 30 - www.luberon-apt.fr
Winter Truffle Market 
(Fridays, from November to March) - Carpentras
T. +33 (0)4 90 63 00 78 - www.ventouxprovence.fr
Start of Truffle Harvesting - Richerenches
T. +33 (0)4 90 35 04 71
www.grignanvalreas-tourisme.com
Truffle Market (Saturdays from November to March)
Richerenches
T. +33 (0)4 90 35 04 71
www.grignanvalreas-tourisme.com
Biodiversity and Ancient Varieties Festival
Le Thor - T. +33 (0)4 90 38 17 16
http://d3p84.net
Chocolate and Wine Show - Vedène
T. +33 (0)6 70 25 53 05 / 06 62 84 23 69 
https://salonchocolatetvins.wixsite.com/vedene 

Truffle Show - Apt
T. +33 (0)4 90 74 37 17 - www.luberon-apt.fr
Truffle Festival - Carpentras
T. +33 (0)4 90 63 00 78
www.ventouxprovence.fr
Flavour remarkable sites Market 
Châteauneuf-du-Pape
T. +33 (0)4 90 83 71 08 
www.chateauneuf-du-pape-tourisme.fr

MONDAY 
Bédarrides
Bédoin
Cadenet
Cavaillon
Mazan
Saint-Didier

TUESDAY 
Beaumes-de-Venise
Caromb
Cucuron
Gordes
Lapalud
La Tour d'Aigues
Mormoiron
Saint-Saturnin-lès-Apt
Vaison-la-Romaine
Vedène
Velleron

WEDNESDAY
Camaret-sur-Aigues
Entraigues-sur-la-Sorgue
Le Thor
Malaucène
Mondragon
Morières-lès-Avignon
Sault
Valréas
Villes-sur-Auzon

THURSDAY
Althen-des-Paluds
Caumont-sur-Durance
Goult
L’Isle sur la Sorgue
Orange
Roussillon
Vacqueyras
Villeneuve lez Avignon

FRIDAY
Bollène
Bonnieux
Carpentras
Courthézon
Lourmarin
Pertuis 
Sablet
Visan

SATURDAY
Apt
Aubignan
Avignon
Grillon
Le Thor
Loriol-du-Comtat
Mornas
Pernes-les-Fontaines
Villelaure

SUNDAY
L’Isle sur la Sorgue
Coustellet 
Monteux
Saint-Christol
Saint-Saturnin-lès-
Avignon
Sarrians
Sorgues

Apt : Saturday morning 
Carpentras : Friday morning
Coustellet : Sunday morning 

L’Isle sur la Sorgue : Sunday morning 
Orange : Thursday morning

Vaison-la-Romaine : Tuesday morning 
Velleron : Monday to Saturday at 6pm from April 

onwards and Tuesday, Friday and Saturday at 4:30pm 
from October onwards (Farmers’ market).

Seek out local produce in farmers’ markets and rural markets, 
during the day or in the evening depending on the season. Find 

out more by contacting the Tourist Offices. 

Markets 
 The most beautiful markets: 

 Markets 

OCTOBER 

NOVEMBER 

Wellness and crafts show - Pertuis
T. +33 (0)4 90 79 56 37/ T. +33 (0)4 90 79 52 29
www.ville-pertuis.fr
Mushroom Festival - Saint-Trinit 
T. +33 (0)4 90 64 01 21/ T. +33 (0)4 90 75 01 85 
www.mairie-saint-trinit.com
Autumn Flavours Festival  - Sault
T. +33 (0)4 90 64 01 21 – www.ventouxprovence.fr
Soup Festival - Vaison-la-Romaine
T. +33 (0)4 90 36 02 11- www.vaison-ventoux-tourisme.com

DECEMBER 

All gourmet events can be found at :  

www.provenceguide.com/sorties-gastronomie 
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The natural diversity of Vaucluse makes it the 
ideal playground for active, sporty or nature-loving 
holidaymakers. Whether you’re on a solo challenge, 
a couple’s getaway or a family adventure, these 
experiences will bring new emotions and thrills 
which are sure to take pride of place in your photo 
album marked ‘Unforgettable Memories’…

www.provenceguide.co.uk
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Whether you’re an experienced horse-rider or a fan of atypical 
landscapes, explore the natural sites of Vaucluse on horseback. 
Spend a few hours or days making your way along our network of 
signposted paths. 

The network of around 660km is dotted with accommodation 
where riders can take a well-deserved break. Beginners can opt 
for one of the routes offered by riding schools. Some even offer 
carriage rides. 

For routes, horse rides, riding schools, blacksmiths, and 
information on equestrian tourism in Vaucluse: 

THE DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE 
OF EQUESTRIAN TOURISM IN VAUCLUSE.

87, Traverse des Girards - 84800 LAGNES
T. +33 (0)6 86 62 94 42 - cdte84.ffe.com

Having always been passionate about both nature and 
horse-riding, from the moment we arrived in Vaucluse, we dreamt 
of discovering the ochre landscapes on horseback, accompanied 
by an enthusiastic guide with good knowledge of the wildlife and 
history of this extraordinary place. 

Olivier Augier, founder and tour guide at Provence Hipposervices, 
introduced us to Provence as he knows it and to ochre’s rich 
history. We were also able to admire The Luberon’s carefully 
preserved countryside over the course of this unforgettable ride, 
which took us through wooded paths and ochre quarries from 
Saint-Saturnin-lès-Apt to Roussillon. 

A great travel enthusiast, Olivier loves his freedom – and his 

horses. Galloping at full speed through the pine trees, the horses’ 
hooves beating against the deep red earth… This is how it feels 
to be at one with nature. But beginners should keep their distance 
– a solid grounding in equestrian pursuits is needed, for the sake 
of your well-being and that of your mount. 

If you are new to horse-riding or if you would like to share this 
experience with family or friends, Olivier also offers carriage rides 
through ochre cliffs, vineyards, or even in search of medieval 
castles.

Pierre, 45 

IMMERSE YOURSELF 
IN A NATURAL WORLD STEEPED  

in

Ochre

INFORMATION :   www.provencehipposervices.com 

By bike, on foot, on horseback
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Across 40 signposted routes and 3 greenways, discover countryside rich with 
colour and flavour, all year round! As you make your way along these paths, meet 
our network of 450 professionals bearing the ‘Cyclists Welcome’ label, who are 
committed to offering a warm welcome and dedicated services to tourists on two 
wheels. 

Find out more about what’s on offer on our website: www.provence-cycling.co.uk

You can also find the ‘Provence by bike’ map, plus 
detailed route brochures from the Tourist Offices 
and partners of the ‘Cyclists Welcome’ network.  

The Vaucluse Long-Distance Trail extends between the Ventoux and the Luberon. 
Certain stretches of the 400km of signposted routes are very technical, whilst 
others allow families and more casual cyclists to take in the spectacular 
landscapes too, and those with electric bikes to avoid tiring out the motor. 

Restaurants, tourist sites, tourist offices and accommodation allow you to 
recharge your bikes - and your batteries! -  in partnership with Bosch. 

 By bike 

 Rambles and hikes in Vaucluse 

PROVENCE  
 BY BIKE 

THE VAUCLUSE LONG-DISTANCE TRAIL FOR 
 MOUNTAIN BIKE & ELECTRIC MOUNTAIN BIKE  

Flora and fauna to protect and discover: 
Vaucluse boasts 22 certified Protected 
Natural Environments (ENS), of which 16 have 
been adapted to welcome visitors, who can 

discover the biodiversity of the exceptional countryside between the Mont Ventoux and 
the Luberon, all whilst respecting the environment. Informative panels and observation 
points are interspersed along the pretty routes, some of which are even accessible for 
people with reduced mobility. 

Set out to explore undergrowth, gorges, ponds, springs, a cedar forest and former 
ochre quarries, which are home to butterflies, dragonflies, bats, birds and rare plants, 
and help to pass on this rich wildlife to future generations.

www.vaucluse.fr

Boasting 3,000 km of sign-posted paths, Vaucluse 
offers unlimited options. It’s a walker’s paradise – 

the only tricky thing is to choose! Will it be the 
unique ochre landscapes or the geological 
heritage of the Luberon? Taking in the view 
from the Dentelles de Montmirail, or scaling 
the slopes of the Ventoux? Making your way 
through the heart of a vineyard, or exploring 
hilltop villages? Walking, strolling, trekking, 

rambling – where you want to go, and how to 
get there, is entirely up to you!

FFRANDONNÉE VAUCLUSE (French 
hiking Federation, Vaucluse)

Departmental Centre for Sport
4725, Rocade Charles-de-Gaulle 

84000 AVIGNON 
T. +33 (04) 28 70 27 29 / (0)6 24 15 09 97

vaucluse@ffrandonee.fr    rando84.com

 PROTECTED 

NATURAL ENVIRONMENTS

By bike, on foot, on horseback
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BY
the

waterside

 Discover Vaucluse on the water  Swimming 
Following the pleasant waterways of the Durance, 
the Sorgue or indeed the Rhône in a canoe or kayak 
is the best way to travel through the heart of nature. 
Navigating this well-preserved environment is a brand-
new way to discover Vaucluse – whether you’re looking 
for a nature exploration, a relaxed outing, a fun activity 
with friends or a sporting challenge.

Beaches and sky-blue waters against a backdrop 
of greenery… These are just a few of the wonders 
which await beneath the Provence sun. The pleasures 
of swimming are there for all to enjoy, in the cool 
oasis of a pond, lake or other body of water. Once 
you’ve tried it, you’ll never look back!

PADDLE DOWN THE RHÔNE RIVER
Canoeing and paddling on the Rhône (summer) 
T. +33 (0)6 11 52 16 73 / (0)6 51 60 13 59
www.canoe-vaucluse.fr

PADDLE DOWN THE DURANCE RIVER
Au Fiéu de L’Aigo – A.F.D.A 
T. +33 (0)6 86 88 50 76 - www.canoe-provence.com

GUIDED OUTING DOWN THE SORGUE RIVER
Kayak vert  
T. +33 (0)4 90 20 35 44 - www.canoevaucluse.com
Club Canoë Kayak Islois 
T. +33 (0)4 88 61 28 20 / T. +33 (0)6 11 72 02 17 www.ccki.fr
Canoë Evasion 
T. +33 (0)4 90 38 26 22 - www.canoe-evasion.net

MONTEUX LAKE 
Kayaking, paddling and pedalo 
T.  +33 (0)9 63 60 50 49 - https://lacdemonteux.fr

THE LUBERON 
Floating pool/La Riaille Lake 
Route de St-Saturnin-les-Apt - 84400 APT
La Bonde Lake
30, Quartier Les Figuières – D. 27 
84240 CABRIERES D’AIGUES
Campsite Val de Durance Lake
Chemin les Routes 84160 CADENET

THE RHÔNE
Les Girardes Lake D. 204 - 84840 LAPALUD
Li Piboulo Lake - 84420 PIOLENC

THE VENTOUX  
Le Paty Lake - 84330 CAROMB
Monteux Lake  - Avenue de Beaulieu - 84170 MONTEUX
Les Salettes Lake  - 84570 MORMOIRON
Prato Beach - 534, Chemin de Prato Plage
84210 PERNES-LES-FONTAINES

Water Sports 
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 The Wave Island Experience 

 Water sports  
Vaucluse offers high-end facilities for various 
sports, including water skiing, cable skiing, knee 
boarding, wakeboarding and wake skating. Thrill 
seekers take note – here, you can glide over the 
water to your heart’s content. Whether you prefer 
to keep a moderate pace or shoot along at top 
speed – it’s entirely up to you! 

TÉLÉSKI NAUTIQUE – EXO 84
Lac des Grezes Hautes -150, Quartier des Grèzes
84840 LAMOTTE-DU-RHONE
T. +33 (0)6 82 64 99 20 - exoloisirs.com
exoloisirs.com/fr/content/exo-84-lamotte

TÉLÉSKI NAUTIQUE - URBAN WAKE PARK
15, Avenue Charles de Gaulle - 84130 LE PONTET
T. +33 (0)6 43 20 94 22 - urban-wakepark.fr

Last summer, we were on our family holidays near Avignon 
with our two children when the cousins showed up… What 
to do now, with 5 kids between 5 and 16, when it’s over 

30°C outside? But of course – Wave Island!

Anthony and Pierre, the eldest two, couldn’t believe their eyes. 
The two surfing fans had found themselves standing before a 
real-life wave, more than 3 metres high! Da Wave is the largest 
artificial wave in the world – a real sight to behold. For those 
who are new to surfing or would like more practice, there’s the 

dedicated My Surf area. The boys had a "whale" 
of a time! 

Manon and Mathieu, meanwhile, were 
wild with excitement and eager to 
try out all the challenges. At 14 and 
16, they weren’t in the least bit 
frightened! They gave everything a go 
– the ‘sphères infernales’, the Manéa 
cascade… It was quite something, 

seeing them glide like racing cars down 
the Tube, a 93m-high waterslide! Julie, 

the little one, spellbound by everything 
that was going on around her, opted for the 

Adventure Castle, with its 8 slides and 900m² to 
explore. 

There’s a big advantage for grown-ups too, who can spend the 
day making the most of the sun and relaxing by the pool. What 
could be better? 

On the way home, it was lovely to see the cousins excitedly filling 
each other in on their days. And we grown-ups were over the 
moon! We’ve already promised to take them back sometime 
soon…

Noémie, 38

Water Sports 
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SPIROU PARK PROVENCE   
 MONTEUX 

 LE JARDITRAIN 

SAINT-DIDIER

Spend an extraordinary day in the world of comic 
books! In the land of Marsupilami, Fantasio, Captain 
Bibobu and Billy & Buddy, you’ll be blown away by all 
there is to do: play areas, a log flume, a 6D film and no 
less than 21 rides which can’t be found anywhere else 
in France! It’s sure to put a smile on everyone’s face 
and set hearts racing.

T. +33 (0)4 58 55 50 00 – www.parc-spirou.com

Set your pulse racing!

A one-of-a-kind visit to an 
extraordinary garden… Discover 
1,000m² of model railways! 650m 
of tracks and captivating sets depict 
daily life in Provence: there are 3,500 
bonsai trees, railway stations, tunnels, 
farms, villages, and a multitude of 
little characters. These lifelike scenes 
are sure to appeal to kids and grown-
ups alike. 

T. +33 (0)4 90 40 45 18
www.lejarditrain.com

FAMILY
Fun

Family Fun
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 THE ENCHANTED FOREST 

VENASQUE
A journey unlike any other into the heart of the forest! Here, amongst 
the oak trees, lies a magical world where strange creatures – witches, 
dwarves and giant mushrooms – live side by side. This family leisure park 
is the stuff of dreams, set in relaxed natural surroundings and offering 
endless fun: maze, ‘accrorinthe’ (obstacle maze), mini treetop adventure 
courses for the little ones, climbing wall, puzzles to solve, learning trail 
and refreshment area.

T. +33 (0)6 71 49 79 64 / (0)6 83 75 48 74 - www.la-foret-enchantee.fr

Set off on a fascinating journey through space and time… Spread over 10 
hectares of scrubland, about 10 minutes away from Avignon, this scientific, 
cultural and educational activity park offers the key to unlock the mysteries 
of the universe. What’s on offer: guided tours, a space discovery trail, 
projections at the planetarium, and children’s activities as well as ‘evenings 
under the stars’ with night-time telescope observation.

T. +33 (0)4 90 25 66 82 - www.parcducosmos.eu

COSMOS PARK 
 LES ANGLES 

To infinity and beyond! 

Family Fun
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CARBET AMAZONIEN 
 VELLERON 

Bathed in tropical colours, this 
unexpected adventure combines an 
exotic change of scene with fascinating 
discoveries. The Butterfly House is 
a 1,000m² greenhouse dedicated to 
the reproduction of tropical as well as 
local Provence species, a truly unique 
place where metamorphosis works its 
magic. In this little natural paradise, 
the butterflies are a breathtaking sight 
as they dart amongst exuberant plants 
in multi-coloured shades of blue, red, 
orange and yellow. 

T. +33 (0)9 71 57 79 87 
www.lecarbetamazonien.fr

FARM
 ANIMALS 

Rural farm animals and urban children – it’s a meeting which promises plenty of 
surprises! In the friendly, rustic atmosphere of a farm, children’s initial hesitation 
turns to delight as they observe donkeys, get close to goats, stroke sheep, feed 
chickens, and chatter with ducks and geese. The environment is intended to foster 
this kind of contact, and allow visitors to learn, be amazed – and taste some farm 
produce while they’re at it!

 THE NATUROPTÈRE 

SERIGNAN-DU-COMTAT
A discovery centre which focuses 
entirely on nature, this educational 
and scientific space intentionally 
echoes the Harmas of Jean-Henri 
Fabre, the house and garden of 
the famous entomologist open for 
visits just next door. Dedicated to 
the exploration of insects, plants 
and their habitats, it offers a wide 
range of exhibitions and activities. 
It’s all designed to allow effective 
transmission of knowledge –from 
scientific rigour and an educational 
approach to games, art, and poetry. 

T. +33 (0)4 90 30 33 20 
www.naturoptere.fr

• Llama Farm - Le Barroux
T. +33 (0)4 90 65 25 46 
www.leslamasdubarroux.com

• La Petite Ferme - Villes sur Auzon
T. +33 (0)6 77 56 63 49 
www.lapetite-ferme.fr

• Billy-Billy Farm - Isle sur la Sorgue
T. +33 (0)6 73 36 36 50 
www.facebook.com/fermeBillyBilly

• Lap’ânerie - Lapalud
T. +33 (0)6 82 10 37 56 (upon reservation)
Facebook : Lap’Ânerie

FOR THOSE WHO WANT TO SEE THE BEES: 

• Le Rucher des 4 Reines – Api’ânes 
Jonquières
T. +33 (0)4 90 70 57 83 / 06 23 63 65 53 
Facebook : Api -Ânes

FAMILY
Fun

Family Fun
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 CLIMBING 

ADVENTURE COURSES
   & TREE CLIMBING

• Améthyste (tree climbing)
Dans le Luberon
T.  +33 (0)6 80 22 63 66 
http://amethyste1901.free.fr/

• Adventure course at the Mont 
Ventoux 
Mont-Serein resort in Beaumont-du-
Ventoux
T.  +33 (0)4 90 63 42 02 
www.stationdumontserein.com

• Bollène Aventure (Adventure) 
Bollène - T.  +33 (0)4 90 11 06 69 
www.bolleneaventure.com

• Forest Sensation - La Tour d'Aigues
T. +33 (0)6 43 92 41 65 
Facebook : Forest Sensation

• Passerelle de 
Cimes - Lagnes
T. +33 (0)4 90 38 
56 87
www.accrobranche-
vaucluse.com

• Ventoux Aventure
Mormoiron
T.  +33 (0)4 90 61 98 67 / 06 14 02 46 77 
www.ventouxaventure.com

• Colorado Aventures
Rustrel
T. +33 (0)6 32 85 64 66 
www.coloradoaventures.com

• Treetop course with ASPA
Saint-Christol
T. +33 (0)4 90 75 08 33 / 06 30 90 44 18 
www.aspanet.net

• Oxygène Parc Aventure
Vaison-la-Romaine
T. +33 (0)6 50 67 75 75 
www.parc-aventure-vaison.com

• Via Ferrata in Cavaillon
T. +33 (0)4 90 71 32 01
www.luberoncoeurdeprovence.com

FRENCH FEDERATION OF 
MOUNTAINEERING AND 

CLIMBING
www.ffme.fr

The ideal destination for a tranquil stay, far away from 
the heat of the plains, this ‘serene’ resort in Mont 
Ventoux stays true to its name. A cool oasis at an altitude 
of 1,400m, the site stands out thanks to its beautiful 
landscapes and diverse range of activities: devalkart, 
treetop adventure course, giant inflatables, trampolines, 
rambling, and rides on electric scooters, horses or 
ponies! 
It's an inexhaustible source of fun for your family 
holidays in the Ventoux.

Information centre - T. +33 (0)4 90 63 42 02 
www.stationdumontserein.com

MONT SEREIN RESORT  
 MONT VENTOUX 

Come one and a� 
to the Cavai�on Via Ferrata! 

Family Fun
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AND
more...

 Take to the skies 

 Fishing 
Between the Rhône and the Durance rivers, criss-crossed by branches of 
the Sorgue, Vaucluse offers endless possibilities for fishing enthusiasts, 
whether a novice or an expert, with family, friends or going solo. Here 
you’ll find more than 2,000km of waterways, 700 hectares of lakes and 
ponds, and great environmental diversity, boasting almost 50 species, 
in particular the famous Rhodanian twaite shad. Certain routes are 
signposted, fully equipped and secured with little ones in mind. They’ll 
take to it like a duck to water! 

There’s no better way to be in harmony with sun, wind and sky – the 
fundamental elements which make up Provence. What could be more 
magnificent than to behold the countryside as you glide through the 
skies above? Soar over mountains, forests, vineyards, ochre landscapes 
and hilltop villages in a hot-air balloon – or, for real daredevils, a hang-
glider! It promises to be a truly unforgettable and unique experience. For 
the very best views, you need to have your head in the clouds!

Find hang-gliding sites in Vaucluse in a pamphlet produced by the 
Departmental Committee of Hang-Gliding in Vaucluse. 

French Federation of Hang-Gliding: federation.ffvl.fr

• Vol-Terre Luberon hot air balloon ride
Roussillon
T. +33 (0)6 03 54 10 92 - montgolfiere-luberon.com

The Departmental Centre for Introduction to Fishing and Nature 

offers workshops. The Departmental Fishing Federation produces a 

pamphlet each year summarizing all regulations in place, as well as 

the best fishing spots in Vaucluse. 

T. +33 (0)4 90 86 62 68 www.peche-vaucluse.com

And more
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• Thouzon Caves 
T. +33 (0)4 90 33 93 65 - www.grottes-thouzon.com

• Museum of the Subterranean World 
The Norbert Casteret Collection
T. +33 (0)4 90 20 34 13

• ASPA (Caving Welcome Centre of the Albion 
Plateau)
T. +33 (0)4 90 75 08 33 / +33 (0)6 30 90 44 18 - aspanet.net

• Caminaterra
125, Rue d’Amsterdam - 84270 Vedène
+33 (0)6 08 23 93 00 - caminaterra.fr

 Caving 

 Golf 

Discover the breath-taking beauty of a hidden world. 
This fun sporting experience allows you to venture 
underground and delve into the history of these lands. 
Turn your world upside-down as you explore and tour 
caves, cavities, subterranean rivers and museums. It’s 
guaranteed to blow your mind! The Albion Plateau, at the 
foot of the Ventoux, is the destination of choice for caving 
enthusiasts. Its karst formations are amongst the most 
impressive in France. Thanks to these geological riches, 
it’s one of Provence’s top caving destinations. 

Get ready to perfect your swing in 
some of Vaucluse’s most beautiful 
locations: a stone’s throw from the 
Pont d’Avignon; a mere 3 minutes 
away from the Roman Theatre of 
Orange; in the valleys of the Pays 
d’Aigues; or in the heart of the 
Luberon. Keen golfers can choose 
whatever takes their fancy – a 
view of the Ventoux, fairways lined 
with vineyards, or a sloping course 
infused with the essence of the 
Mediterranean. A good game, a 
spectacular view – here, there’s 
never one without the other! There’s 
a variety of courses to choose from, 
including 18-hole, 9-hole, compact, 
training zones and even a driving 
range on the water. And once the 
game is finished, why not cool down 
with a refreshing glass of rosé on the 
terrace?

Enjoy reduced rates of up 
to 30% off your green fees. 
Provence Golf Pass opens 
the doors to 25 courses in 
Provence. To find out more: 

provencegolf.com

• UGolf Avignon Chateaublanc (18-hole)
Morières-lès-Avignon
T. +33 (0)4 90 33 39 08
www.ugolfavignonchateaublanc.com

• Golf du Grand Avignon (18-hole)
Vedène
T. +33 (0)4 90 31 49 94 
www.golfgrandavignon.com

• Golf de Saumane (18-hole)
Saumane de Vaucluse
T. +33 (0)4 90 20 20 65
www.golfdesaumane.fr

• Golf d’Orange (9-hole)
Orange
T.+33 (0)4 90 34 34 04 
www.golforange.fr

• Golf Pitch 130 (9-hole)
Vaillars
T.+33 (0)4 90 71 33 48 
www.golfpitch130.com

And more
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En attente photo 

cheval passion

©T.OBrie
n

©A.Clair

JANUARY

Cheval Passion (horse show) - Avignon  
T. +33 (0)4 90 84 02 04 www.cheval-passion.com
Fest’Hiver (theatre until February) Avignon 
www.scenesdavignon.com
Avignon Vélo Passion (cycling)- Avignon
T. +33 (0)4 90 84 02 04 / T. +33 (0)4 32 74 32 74 
www.avignon-velopassion.com 
Truffle Mass - Richerenches
T. +33 (0)4 90 28 05 34  - www.richerenches.fr

Les Hivernales (Dance Festival) - Avignon
T. +33 (0)4 90 82 33 12 / T. +33 (0)4 90 14 00 29 

www.hivernales-avignon.com
Les HiverÔmomes (Dance for young people) - Avignon

T. +33 (0)4 90 82 33 12 / T. +33 (0)4 90 14 00 29 
www.hivernales-avignon.com

Young People Without Borders  
(Screenings, concerts, meetings) - Avignon

https://festivaljsf.com
The Other Festival – the one who opens books 

(Reading, book signings) - Avignon
T. +33 (0)7 61 77 13 98 - www.lautre-festival.fr

Avignon Geek Expo - Avignon
T. +33 (0)7 81 88 07 21 - htpps://avignon.geekexpo.fr

Animated Film Festival - Courthézon
T. +33 (0)4 90 70 72 06 

Truffolio (Truffle Festival) - Pernes-les-Fontaines
T. +33 (0)4 90 34 16 22 - www.truffolio.org

FEBRUARY
MARCH

APRIL

Dates for 
your diary 

Festival Escales Voyageuses 
(Films about travel and encounters) 
Avignon https://escales-voyageuses.org
Avignon Motor Festival - Avignon
T. +33 (0)4 90 83 27 29 - www.avignon-motor-festival.com
Cinematic Encounters with the South - Avignon
www.lesrencontresdusud.fr
Collective Exhibition MAC’A (Contemporary Art) - Avignon - www.mac-a.org 
Festo Pitcho (Live shows for children) Avignon and surroundin villages 
T. +33 (0)4 90 85 59 55 – www.festopitcho.com
Tour of the Ramparts (running race) - Avignon
T. +33 (0)4 90 16 31 00
Andalou Festival (Dance, music, workshops…) - Avignon
T. +33 (0)4 90 86 60 57 - www.alhambra-asso.com
Kolorz Festival (Electronic music) - Carpentras
T. +33 (0)6 11 53 48 10 - www.kolorzfestival.com
Carmentran (Carnival) - Murs - T. +33 (0)4 90 72 60 00 
Festiv'albatros (Theatre Festival) - Pernes-les-Fontaines
T. +33 (0)6 86 27 23 96 - https://albatros-pernes.com
Le Printemps des Poètes (National poetry festival) several towns across 
Vaucluse - www.printempsdespoetes.com

European Day of Creative Professions 
Avignon - www.journeesdesmetiersdart.fr
Spring Fair - Avignon
T. +33 (0)4 90 84 02 04 / T. +33 (0)4 90 84 17 41
www.foire-avignon.com
Love Letters Festival (Music) - Avignon
T. +33 (0)4 90 16 56 20 - www.lovelettersfestival.com
Festival La Contrée des Jeux (Games Festival) 
Avignon Montfavet - www.lacontreedesjeux.fr
Flower Market - Bédoin - T. +33 (0)4 90 65 60 08
Pottery Market - Bonnieux - T. +33 (0)4 90 75 91 90 
www.terresdeprovence.org/marches-potiers/
marches-potier.php

Plein les Mirettes (Theatre festival for children) 
Carpentras - T. +33 (0)4 90 63 00 78  
www.ventouxprovence.fr
Flower Market - La Tour d'Aigues 
T. +33 (0)6 24 63 20 30
Antiques Art & You - L'Isle sur la Sorgue
http://foire-isle-sur-sorgue.fr
Spring at the Château Festival (Theatre, 
lectures, classical music) Lourmarin 
T. +33 (0)4 90 68 15 23 
www.chateau-de-lourmarin.com
Antiques & Second-Hand Goods Fair  
(Easter weekend) - Lourmarin 
T. +33  (0)4 90 68 10 77
www.luberoncoeurdeprovence.com
Rare Plants and Nature Garden  
Sérignan-du-Comtat - T. +33 (0)6 30 24 45 31 
www.plantes-rares.com

Calendar of events and Festivals
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MAY

JUNE

Alterarosa (Celebration of roses) - Avignon (every 2 
years) - T. +33 (0)4 32 74 32 74 -  www.alterarosa.com
La Nocturne des Papes (Urban trail run) - Avignon
https://nocturnedespapes.wordpress.com
Gospel Art in Avignon - Avignon
T. +33 (0)6 15 70 31 19 – www.gospelart.fr
Pottery Market - Avignon - T. +33 (0)4 90 76 75 10
Luberon Music Festival - Apt 
www.luberonmusicfestival.com
Apt Flower Parade (Apt Pentecost) 
T. +33 (0)4 90 74 00 34 - www.apt.fr
Vine & Wine Festival - Avignon and winemaking 
villages - T. +33 (0)4 90 84 01 67 
www.lafetedelavigneetduvin.com
Jazz in the Vines (From May to November) - in the 
vineyards of the Rhône Valley www.jazzdanslesvignes.fr
Les Sons du Lub' (Music festival) - Beaumont-de-
Pertuis - T. +33 (0)6 95 13 97 73 – www.sonsdulub.fr
Grand Luberon Trail Run  - Cabrières d’Aigues
T. +33 (0)6 20 39 80 75 - www.trailduluberon.fr
Festival of Laughs (Comedy festival) - Cavaillon
T. +33 (0)4 90 71 65 33 - www.festivaldurirecavaillon.fr 

Saint Tulle May Festival - Cucuron - T. +33 (0)4 90 77 22 01
Provence Day & Transhumance Festival Jonquières 
T. +33 (0)4 90 70 59 04 - www.chateauneuf-du-pape-tourisme.fr
Pentecost Flea Market  - L'Isle sur la Sorgue 
T. +33 (0)4 90 38 04 78 – www.oti-delasorgue.fr
Antiques & Flea Market (Pentecost weekend) 
Lourmarin T. +33 (0)4 90 68 10 77 
www.luberoncoeurdeprovence.com
Antiques & Flea Market (Medieval festival) 
Mondragon - T. +33 (0)4 90 30 19 41
Facebook : Fete Du Drac
"Book-nook" Exhibition - Orange 
T. +33 (0)4 90 70 78 78 – www.elansud.com 
Les Floralies (Flower fair) - Pertuis - T. +33 (0)4 90 79 
52 29 - https://www.ville-pertuis.fr/liste-agenda
Flower Fair  - Richerenches 
T. +33 (0)4 90 28 05 34 - www.richerenches.fr 
Nesque Greenway  (Bike and hiking tourism in May 
or June) - Villes-sur-Auzon - T. +33 (0)4 90 40 49 82
www.smaemv.fr

Photographic Encounters - Aurel
T. +33 (0)4 90 64 01 21 – www.regardventouxbaronnies.photo 
European Week of Sustainable Development - Avignon
T. +33 (0)4 90 80 84 72 - http://evenements.developpement-durable.gouv.fr
Feu de la Saint Jean (Early summer tradition) Bédoin
T. +33 (0)4 90 65 63 95
Cherry Trail (Running competition)- Bonnieux 
http://traildelacerise.fr
Tambour Trail (Orienteering) - Cadenet - T. +33 (0)7 83 90 17 56  
https://fouleedesgardis1.wixsite.com/lafouleedesgardis
Blues Night - Carpentras
T. +33 (0)4 90 63 77 83 - www.auzon-le-blues-carpentras.com
Crossing the Dentelles (Run) - Gigondas
T. +33 (0)4 90 65 85 46 - www.traverseedesdentelles.com
‘Yeah’ Festival (Music) - Lourmarin - https://festivalyeah.fr
Carambolages Festival (For children) - Morières-lès-Avignon
T. +33 (0)4 90 83 87 12 - www.carambolages.com
Jazz Week - Orange - T. +33 (0)4 90 34 70 88 
www.orange-tourisme.fr
Day of Old & Second-hand Books - Pernes-les-Fontaines
T. +33 (0)6 72 91 89 75 - www.livresensemble.com
Latino Festival - Pertuis - T. +33 (0)4 90 79 56 37/ T. +33 (0)4 90 79 
52 29 https://www.ville-pertuis.fr/liste-agenda
TMT Festival (Musical springboard) - Saint-Saturnin-Lès-Apt
www.facebook.com/tremplinmusicaltuiliere
Vaison Dances - Vaison-la-Romaine - www.vaison-danses.com
Night of Petit Saint Jean - Valréas
T. +33 (0)4 90 35 04 71 - www.grignanvalreas-tourisme.com
Gorges de la Nesque half-marathon between Villes-sur-Auzon and 
Monieux - T. +33 (0)4 90 64 14 14 
www.ccventouxsud.wixsite.com/semidelanesque 

Night-time Touring Theatre Festival - Apt
T. +33 (0)7 81 47 70 37 - https://treteauxdenuit.com
Lavender Festival - Apt - T. +33 (0)4 90 74 37 17
www.pays-apt-luberon.fr/agenda-evenement-gcapa
Avignon Festival and Off Festival 
T. +33 (0)4 90 27 66 50 - https://festival-avignon.com 
T. +33 (0)4 90 85 13 08 - www.avignonleoff.com
Résonance Festival (Current music) - Avignon 
T. +33 (0)6 18 92 36 24 – www.festival-resonance.fr
Musical Evenings on the Terrace (Jazz, Rock, Pop concerts) 
Bollène - T. +33 (0)4 90 30 36 83 - www.provencecoterhone-tourisme.com
Cadenet celebrates wicker and basketry - Cadenet 
T. +33 (0)7 82 15 78 15
Trans’Art (Theatre, concerts, dance…) - Carpentras 
T. +33 (0)4 90 63 00 78 www.ventouxprovence.fr
La Sorgue Festival in the towns of - L'Isle sur la Sorgue, Le Thor, 
Fontaine-de-Vaucluse, Saumane-de-Vaucluse, Châteauneuf-de-
Gadagne - T. +33 (0)4 90 21 43 11 – www.oti-delasorgue.fr
Festival Châto'OFF les Murs (As part of Avignon Festival) - 
Châteauneuf-du-Pape - T. +33 (0)4 90 83 71 08 
www.chateauneuf-du-pape-tourisme.fr
Musical Vespers (Organ concert) - Cucuron (Sundays between the 
14th July – 15th August) - T. +33 (0)4 90 77 28 37 
www.luberoncotesud.com
Lavender Festival - Ferrassières (Drôme)
T. +33 (0)4 90 64 01 21 – www.pays-apt-luberon.fr/fetes-du-pays-d-apt
Pop Culture Festival - Les Egarés - Jonquières 
T. +33 (0)4 90 70 59 04 – www.orange-tourisme.fr
Nights at the Château (Dance) - La-Tour-d'Aigues 
T. +33 (0)7 68 98 69 90 - www.lesnuitsduchateau.com
Corso Nautique et Pêche d’Antan - L'Isle sur la Sorgue
T. +33 (0)4 90 38 04 78 – www.oti-delasorgue.fr

JULY
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AUGUST 

Durance Luberon Festival - in several towns in the Luberon 
T. +33 (0)6 42 46 02 50 - www.festival-durance-luberon.com
Insane Festival (Electronic music festival) - Apt - www.insanefestival.com
Avignon Jazz Festival / Tremplin Jazz - Avignon
T. +33 (0)4 90 82 95 51 - www.tremplinjazzavignon.fr
A-out Festival ((Amateur theatre from the city) - Avignon - www.festivalaout.com
Vibrations (360-degree sound and light show at the Popes’ Palace) - 
Avignon - T. +33 (0)4 32 74 32 74 - https://avignon-vibrations.com
Hay and Agriculture Festival - Avignon - Montfavet - T. +33 (0)4 90 32 13 42
Medieval Festival - au Barroux - T. +33 (0)4 90 62 43 11
Electroday Festival (Electronic music festival) - Caderousse
www.electroday-festival.com
Jewish Music Festival - Carpentras
T. +33 (0)4 90 63 00 78 – http://cultures-musiques-juives-carpentras.com
Geek Universe - Carpentras - www.geek-universe-festival.fr
La Véraison Festival (Medieval festival) - Châteauneuf-du-Pape
T. +33 (0)4 90 83 71 08 - www.chateauneuf-du-pape-tourisme.fr
Festival at the Château, guilds and traditional professions 
Courthézon - T. +33 (0)4 90 70 72 06
Pottery Market - Crillon-le-Brave - T. +33 (0)4 90 65 60 61
Gordes Festival – Summer Evenings - Gordes
T. +33 (0)4 90 72 98 64 - https://festival-gordes.com
Festival de Lacoste (Classical music) - Lacoste - www.festivaldelacoste.com
Starry Night - Lagarde d’Apt - T. +33 (0)4 90 75 04 17 - www.obs-sirene.com
Flea Market - La Tour d'Aigues - T. +33 (0)4 90 07 50 29 - www.luberoncotesud.com
Antiques Art & You (International Antiques Fair) - L'Isle sur la Sorgue
http://foire-isle-sur-sorgue.fr
Le Feu de Monteux (Pyrotechnic display) - Monteux - T. +33 (0)4 90 66 97 52
Wind Festival (Jazz) - Morières-lès-Avignon
T. +33 (0)6 18 66 62 79 - www.festivaldesvents.com
Film Nights - Mormoiron - T. +33 (0)4 90 61 80 17 - www.ventouxprovence.fr 
Sunset Concerts (Classical music) - Oppède 
T. +33 (0)7 69 88 34 70 - http://lesconcertsaucoucherdesoleil.com
Concerts at the Antique Theatre (DJ nights, pop music) - Orange
T. +33 (0)4 90 34 70 88 – www.orange-tourisme.fr
Thursdays in Orange (Nocturnal market and musical activities)
Orange - T. +33 (0)4 90 34 70 88 – www.orange-tourisme.fr
Font’Art (Street Shows Festival) - Pernes-les-Fontaines - T. +33 (0)6 30 27 58 76 
Big Band Festival - Pertuis
T. +33 (0)6 16 86 20 87 - www.festival-jazz-bigband-pertuis.com
The Countryside University (Conference cycle) - Saint-Saturnin-lès-Apt
T. +33 (0)4 90 75 43 12 - www.saintsaturninlesapt.fr
Lavender Festival - Sault - T. +33 (0)4 90 64 01 21 - www.fetedelalavande.fr 
Horse Racing - Sault - T. +33 (0)4 90 64 01 21 
Lavender Flower Parade - Valréas - T. +33 (0)4 90 35 04 71
www.grignanvalreas-tourisme.com

Medieval Mornas - Mornas - T. +33 (0)4 90 37 00 97
www.mornas.fr
Les Chorégies d’Orange (Opera Festival from the end of 
June to the beginning of August) - Orange 
T. +33 (0)4 90 34 24 24 – www.choregies.fr
Rhinoférock (Rock music festival) - Pernes-les-Fontaines 
T. +33 (0)6 22 95 48 36 - www.rhinoferock-festival.com
Les Folklories (Music and dance from around the world) 
Pernes-les-Fontaines
T. +33 (0)4 90 61 31 04 – www.tourisme-pernes.fr
Pernes en Musique (Classical music) - Pernes-les-
Fontaines - T. +33 (0)4 90 61 31 04 – www.tourisme-pernes.fr
Flower Parade - Pertuis
T. +33 (0)4 90 79 56 37/ T. +33 (0)4 90 79 52 29
https://www.ville-pertuis.fr/liste-agenda
Medieval/American Day (Alternating year on year) - au 
Pontet - T. +33 (0)4 90 22 63 00 / T. +33 (0)4 90 31 66 71
Robion Festival (Music from around the world) 
T. +33 (0)4 90 76 45 32 - https://festivalderobion.com 
François Morenas Film Festival - Saignon
T. +33 (0)4 90 75 16 30 – www.saignon.fr
Green Fest (Electronic music festival) - Sorgues 
www.inooveproduction.com
Les Estivales des Taillades (Theatre, songs, music…) 
Taillades - T. +33 (0)7 60 45 76 09 - www.estivalesdestaillades.fr
Liszt en Provence (From July to October) - Uchaux
T.  (0)4 90 40 60 94 - www.liszt-en-provence.com
Jazz festival - Villes-sur-Auzon - www.jazzavillessurauzon.fr
Villeneuve On Stage Festival (Travelling theatre and live 
performances) - Villeneuve-lez-Avignon
www.festivalvilleneuveenscene.com
Festival des Nuits de l'Enclave (Theatre and music) - 
Visan, Valréas, Richerenches, Grillon.
T. +33 (0)4 90 28 12 51 - www.nuits-enclave.com
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SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER
Art Path (Contemporary art) - Avignon 
T. +33 (0)4 90 89 89 88 
www.parcoursdelart.com
All Ride VTT Luberon Pays d’Apt - 
Buoux T. +33 (0)4 90 04 42 00
www.parcduluberon.fr 
Classic Retro (Classic and collectable 
car show) La Tour d'Aigues 
T. +33 (0)4 90 68 24 10
Viking Festival - L'Isle sur la Sorgue
T. +33 (0)4 90 38 04 78
www.oti-delasorgue.fr
Festival International Cubano (Dance) 
Orange 
www.festival-international-cubano.com
Encounters with Creative Professions 
Pernes-les-Fontaines
T. +33 (0)4 90 61 31 04
www.tourisme-pernes.fr
National Caving Day  - Saint-Christol-
d’Albion - T. +33 (0)4 90 75 08 33 
www.cds84.fr 
Inter-Regional ‘Santon’ Show - Sault
T. +33 (0)4 90 64 01 21
www.ventouxprovence.fr
Toutifesti Festival - Valréas 
T. +33 (0)4 90 35 21 45 
www.theatredurondpointpaca.com
Architecture Festival - Villeneuve lez 
Avignon - www.chartreuse.org

African Film Festival - Apt 
T. +33 (0)7 82 64 84 99
www.facebook.com/afriqueaptfestival
Comic Book Festival - Avignon 
www.avignon.fr
L’Echo des RIFFS (Blues and jazz 
concerts) - Avignon - T. +33 (0)4 90 02 13 30 
https://www.lesonograf.fr/echo-des-riffs
Nocturnal Trail - Bonnieux 
trailnocturnebonnieux.com
Court c’est Court Festival (Short Film 
Festival)  - Cabrières d'Avignon 
www.cinambule.org
All Saints’ Flea Market 
L'Isle sur la Sorgue 
T. +33 (0)4 90 38 04 78 
www.oti-delasorgue.fr
Old and Second-Hand Books Show 
Pernes-les-Fontaines
T. +33 (0)4 90 61 31 04 
www.tourisme-pernes.fr
La VTT Vignes (mountain bike race) - 
Pertuis - T. +33 (0)4 90 79 52 29 
https://www.ville-pertuis.fr/liste-agenda
After the Harvest Festival (Travelling 
shows around Vaison-la-Romaine)
T. +33 (0)4 90 46 99 57 
www.apreslesvendanges.com

Apt, Town of Light - Apt 
T. +33 (0)4 90 74 00 34 - www.apt.fr 
Open-Door Day Blachère Illuminations  - Apt 
T. +33 (0)4 90 74 73 97 - www.blachere-illumination-store.com/fr
Christmas Festivities - Avignon
T. +33 (0)4 32 74 32 74 - www.avignon-tourisme.com
Provencal Nativity Scene - Bonnieux - T. +33 (0)4 90 75 91 90 
www.bonnieux84.fr/fr/evenement/69687/creche-provencale
Noëls Insolites (Christmas festival) - Carpentras
T. +33 (0)4 90 63 00 78 – www.ventouxprovence.fr
Christmas Market and Santon-makers’Show
Carpentras - T. +33 (0)4 90 63 00 78 – www.ventouxprovence.fr
Nativity Scene Path - Castellet - T. +33 (0)6 81 82 09 88   
Lights Festival - L'Isle sur la Sorgue
T. +33 (0)4 90 38 06 45 - www.islesurlasorgue.fr 
Passion Santons (Santon-maker’s show) - Orange 
T. +33 (0)4 90 34 70 88 - www.salonsantonniersorange.fr
Christmas Village and Family Show - Orange
T. +33 (0)4 90 34 70 88 – www.orange-tourisme.fr
Christmas Markets, ‘Santon’ Fair, Provencal Nativity 
Scenes, Christmas traditions (Winter festivities) – in 
several villages. 

Provence Week (Concerts, exhibitions, readings… In September-
October) - Avignon  - T. +33 (0)4 90 80 82 52 / T. +33 (0)4 90 86 27 76
www.avignon.fr
Autumn Organ Festival (Concerts, activities from September to 
October) - Avignon - T. +33 (0)4 65 81 04 91 / T. +33 (0)4 90 82 29 43
www.musique-sacree-en-avignon.org
10km in the Popes’ City (Run) - Avignon - T. +33 (0)4 90 16 31 00 
Frames Festival (Web & video) - Avignon - www.framesfestival.fr   
Environmental Festival of the 7 Lakes - Beaumont-de-Pertuis 
T. +33 (0)6 31 27 87 32
Nature Run: La Jobastre de l’Ile Verte - Caderousse
www.lesvieuxcramponsdecaderousse.fr
Israeli Film Festival - Carpentras - http://festival-laissez-passer.com
Ochre Ride and Trail - Gargas - T. +33 (0)6 76 29 20 17 - www.rideinocre.com

Provence Travel Journal (Conferences, workshops) - Lourmarin 
T. +33 (0)9 67 46 07 40 - https://www.carnetdevoyage-provence.fr
Antiques and Second-Hand Goods Fair - Lourmarin 
T. +33 (0)4 90 68 10 77 – www.luberoncoeurdeprovence.com
Cyclosportive ‘South Ventoux’ – setting off from Malemort towards Comtat 
T. +33 (0)4 90 40 49 82 - https://ccventouxsud.wixsite.com/laventouxsud 
Festival des Vents (Music festival) - Morières-lès-Avignon 
www.festivaldesvents.com
Roman Festival - Orange - T. +33 (0)4 90 34 70 88 - www.orange-tourisme.fr
Medieval Festival - Venasque - T. +33 (0)4 90 66 11 66
www.ventouxprovence.fr
Tastes of the Ventoux Festival (From September to October) in the 
towns and villages around the Mont Ventoux - www.ventoux-saveurs.fr
Festival Le Son des Pierres (World, jazz, classical music) - in the 
villages of the Luberon - T. +33 (0)6 80 38 44 38

All events can be found at: 

www.provenceguide.com/agenda
©A.Hocquel
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Avignon TGV station can be reached from: 

• Paris Gare de Lyon in 2h38 

• Paris Charles de Gaulle Roissy Airport in 3h20 

• Central London via Eurostar, all year round, in 5h38

Avignon can be reached from: 

• Aix en Provence (50 mins) 

• Marseille (1 hour)

• Arles (30 mins)

• Lyon (2 hours)

• Nice (2 hours 30 mins)

 Come by train 

 Drive 

 Fly 
Airports: 

• Marseille Provence, 

    1 hour away 

• Nice, 2 hours 30 mins away 

• Nîmes, 45 minutes away

• Montpellier Méditerrannée 1h15 min

COME AND
visit

Vaucluse

Map of Vaucluse & access 

©A.Hocquel

©M.Coquard
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TOURIST

Offices

Tourist Offices

• Apt - T. +33 (0)4 90 74 03 18
www.luberon-apt.fr

• Aubignan - T. +33 (0)4 90 62 65 36
www.ventouxprovence.fr

• Avignon - T. +33 (0)4 32 74 32 74
www.avignon-tourisme.com

• Beaumes-de-Venise - T. +33 (0)4 90 62 94 39
www.ventouxprovence.fr

• Bédoin - T. +33 (0)4 90 65 63 95
www.ventouxprovence.fr

• Bollène - T. +33 (0)4 90 30 36 83
www.provencecoterhone-tourisme.com

• Bonnieux - T. +33 (0)4 90 75 91 90
www.luberon-apt.fr

• Cadenet - T. +33 (0)9 72 60 79 05
www.luberoncotesud.com

• Caromb - T. +33 (0)4 90 62 36 21
www.ventouxprovence.fr

• Carpentras - T. +33 (0)4 90 63 00 78
www.ventouxprovence.fr

• Cavaillon - T. +33 (0)4 90 71 32 01
www.luberoncoeurdeprovence.com

• Céreste (04) - T. +33 (0)4 92 79 09 84
www.luberon-apt.fr

• Châteauneuf-du-Pape - T. +33 (0)4 90 83 71 08
www.chateauneuf-du-pape-tourisme.fr

• Courthézon - T. +33 (0)4 90 70 26 21

www.chateauneuf-du-pape-tourisme.fr

• Cucuron - T. +33 (0)4 90 77 28 37
www.luberoncotesud.com

• Entrechaux - T. +33 (0)4 90 12 89 94
www.vaison-ventoux-tourisme.com

• Fontaine-de-Vaucluse - T. +33 (0)4 90 20 32 22
www.oti-delasorgue.fr

• Gigondas - T. +33 (0)4 90 65 85 46
www.ventouxprovence.fr

• Gordes - T. +33 (0)4 90 72 02 75
www.luberoncoeurdeprovence.com

• Grignan (26) - T. +33 (0)4 75 46 56 75

www.grignanvalreas-tourisme.com

• Lacoste - T. +33 (0)4 90 06 11 36
www.luberon-apt.fr

• La Tour d'Aigues - T. +33 (0)4 90 07 50 29
www.luberoncotesud.com

• Le Pontet - T. +33 (0)4 90 22 38 69
www.avignon-tourisme.com

• Le Thor - T. +33 (0)4 90 02 61 26
www.oti-delasorgue.fr

• L’Isle sur la Sorgue - T. +33 (0)4 90 38 04 78

www.oti-delasorgue.fr

• Lourmarin - T. +33 (0)4 90 68 10 77
www.luberoncoeurdeprovence.com

• Malaucène - T. +33 (0)4 90 65 22 59
www.ventouxprovence.fr

• Mazan - T. +33 (0)4 90 69 74 27
www.ventouxprovence.fr

• Ménerbes - T. +33 (0)4 90 72 21 80
www.luberon-apt.fr

• Mérindol - T. +33 (0)4 90 72 88 50

www.luberoncoeurdeprovence.com 

• Mollans-sur-Ouvèze (26) - T. +33 (0)4 75 26 75 83
www.vaison-ventoux-tourisme.com

• Monieux - T. +33 (0)4 90 64 14 14
www.ventouxprovence.fr

• Monteux - T. +33 (0)4 90 66 97 52
www.tourisme-pernes.fr

• Mornas - T. +33 (0)4 90 30 36 83
www.provencecoterhone-tourisme.com

• Orange - T. +33 (0)4 90 34 70 88
www.orange-tourisme.fr

• Pernes-les-Fontaines - T. +33 (0)4 90 61 31 04
www.tourisme-pernes.fr

• Pertuis - T. +33 (0)4 90 79 52 29
www.ville-pertuis.fr

• Rasteau - T. +33 (0)4 90 46 18 73
www.vaison-ventoux-tourisme.com

• Rochefort-du-Gard (30) - T. +33 (0)4 90 21 15 16

www.avignon-tourisme.com

• Roussillon - T. +33 (0)4 90 05 60 25
www.luberon-apt.fr

• Roquemaure (30) - T. +33 (0)4 66 90 21 01
www.avignon-tourisme.com

• Sablet - T. +33 (0)4 90 46 82 46
www.vaison-ventoux-tourisme.com

• Sarrians - T. +33 (0)4 90 65 56 73
www.ventouxprovence.fr

• Sault - T. +33 (0)4 90 64 01 21
www.ventouxprovence.fr

• Séguret - T. +33 (0)4 90 67 32 64
www.vaison-ventoux-tourisme.com

• St-Saturnin-lès-Apt - T. +33 (0)4 90 05 85 10
www.luberon-apt.fr

• Vacqueyras - T. +33 (0)4 90 62 87 30
www.ventouxprovence.fr

• Vaison-la-Romaine - T. +33 (0)4 90 36 02 11
www.vaison-ventoux-tourisme.com

• Valréas - T. +33 (0)4 90 35 04 71
www.grignanvalreas-tourisme.com

• Vedène - T. +33 (0)4 90 23 78 65
www.avignon-tourisme.com

• Venasque - T. +33 (0)4 90 66 11 66

www.ventouxprovence.fr

• Villeneuve Lez Avignon (30) 

T. +33 (0)4 90 03 70 60 - www.avignon-tourisme.com

• Villes-sur-Auzon - T. +33 (0)4 90 40 49 82
www.ventouxprovence.fr
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29 €

Vaucluse Provence Pass

8 €
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EXPLORE VAUCLUSE

without limits !  

www.vaucluse-provence-pass.com

ORDER YOUR PASS NOW AT :

VAUCLUSEPROVENCE
3 JOURS

DAYS

5 JOURS
DAYS

AUCLUSEPROVENCE
OURS

OURS

pass5
JOURS
DAYS

3
JOURS
DAYS

2
JOURS
DAYS

CULTURE – HERITAGE – MAJOR SITES
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